Chapter Five

4:10 But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at the last your care of me hath flourished again; wherein ye were also careful, but ye lacked opportunity.

The Apostle is being both generous and conscious in his discourse with the Philippians church concerning their support of him and the ministry.  He tells them that he is very glad to see that their support of him has started up again.  Here he uses the phrase, "at the last" indicating that there is been a long period of neglect.  St. Paul gives them the advantage of the doubt.  "You are very concerned and very anxious about this matter," he tells them but they did not have the opportunity to do anything about it.  This would appear, at least at first blush, to be somewhat charitable toward this church.  In verse 30 the Apostle says that Epaphroditus had risked incurring the wrath of the Philippian church and his own life in order to come to Rome to supply to the St. Paul what the church at Philippi had failed to do.  How, one wonders, did the Philippians fail to find opportunity to minister to the Apostle's needs?  Epaphroditus did not seem to have a problem finding an opportunity to go to Rome to help the Apostle out with material supply and his personal presence and assistance.  Granted that the people of the Philippian church could not all go to Rome to be with the Apostle and give him physical assistance.  But they could send things to him.  In the past they had done that but apparently not for a good while now.  One supposes that their decision to begin to send him support again after this long absence was probably brought on by the actions of Epaphroditus and the exposure and the pressure that had put on the Philippian church.

4:11 Not that I speak in respect of want: for I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content.

4:12 I know both how to be abased, and I know how to abound: every where and in all things I am instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need.

4:13 I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

The of Apostle says that this whole matter of the Philippians supporting him with their material things has nothing to do with his personal needs or concerns about being supported.  It focuses entirely on the fact that good Christian people live up to their responsibilities and give attention to taking care of their own.  In another Scripture the Apostle has said that he that provides not for his own has denied the faith and is worse than an infidel.  His argument here is that he wishes to see this good character development. That had once been active in the Philippians church.  St. Paul wanted it to revive so that fruit would bound to their account as to their present sanctified lives and their reward in the Day of Judgment.  It would be easy to question whether or not this was entirely the whole story and to feel that the Apostle must have had some anxiety about why these people were not supporting him while he was in prison; but we simply cannot do that.  This is inspired Scripture and we must believe that what St. Paul is saying here is true.  He has determined that however it goes with him he will be content.  If he is hungry he will either survive or he will die.  If he has more than he needs he will enjoy it with Thanksgiving.  The Apostle professes that he has no anxiety about this matter.  He can do all things through Christ who gives him the strength to endure.  This remarkable attitude is one of the most instructive ands useful things that we as Christians can take from this Epistle.  Even when it comes to giving to our ministry, our attitude must be honestly and purely that this is a good development in the lives of those who have this responsibility and we want to see them do it for that reason.  We are not concerned about the future of ourselves and our own works.  God will supply all of our needs through Christ Jesus.

In my own life, through our various ministries of radio and television programs in various publications of books and articles I can only admit to this attitude in part.  For 43 years I have carried on those assignments never knowing from one month to the next whether though will be enough funding to keep going; but believing that God has begun this work and He will perform it until it is no longer needed in His view.  Even so there have been numerous times when I have been concerned about myself and the ministry and whether or not people would contribute enough funding so that we could survive.  I am in awe of the Apostle Paul who could say honestly before the Lord that his concern was always for the faithful carrying out of the responsibility by other Christians so that they could earn a good report before God and never about himself or his ministry.  That is a remarkable statement to me that is both humbling and instructive.

4:14 Notwithstanding ye have well done, that ye did communicate with my affliction.

Even though his motive was not for himself and his own wants he wanted the Philippians two know that they had done a good thing in the sight of God and in the sight of the Apostle by supporting him.  He did not want the Philippians to decide that since Paul was not worried about it why should they be?  He wanted them to know that this was part of their responsibility and he was pleased with them for picking it up again after a long absence.

4:15 Now ye Philippians know also, that in the beginning of the Gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as concerning giving and receiving, but ye only.

We do not live in the past but it is sometimes a good thing to remind people of earlier days when things were better with them in their relationship to the Lord and the Christian community; and when the joy and sense of denying themselves for Christ sake was strong in their minds and in their churches.  When St. Paul first crossed out of Asia Minor into Europe and started the church at Philippi there was great joy and rejoicing.  When he left Macedonia and went back to Asia Minor to start other churches and to attend churches that had already been founded only the Philippians continued to keep touch with him and to support him in the matter of giving.  The Apostle calls this up now to remind them of the responsibility that they once felt and the joy that they once received because of their tenderheartedness, love for the Apostle, and concerned for his work and his well-being.

4:16 For even in Thessalonica ye sent once and again unto my necessity.

Even when he was still in Macedonia, at best only a short distance to the south, the Philippians sent him support from time to time.  Several things were significant about this.  For one thing in Thessalonica St. Paul was not away on missionary journeys; he was just down the road a piece.  And then, the churches of Macedonia were not poor in comparison to many of the churches in Asia Minor.  By comparison, the Thessalonians were just as materially able to take care of Apostle as the Philippians were.  It would have been easy to reason that they had taken care of him when he was in Philippi so why should the Thessalonians not take care of him when he was in their church?  But the Philippians did not think like that in those days.  They had a great love and concern for the Apostle and his work and they considered it an honor to support him and help him anyway they could.  The Apostle is reminding the Philippians of that and trying to call them back to that spirit.  He is well aware that the support that has started flowing from the Philippians again is not motivated by that kind of pure and loving spirit but because of the shame that Epaphroditus has brought on them by almost losing his life in order to do with the Apostle what they should have done but did not.

4:17 Not because I desire a gift: but I desire fruit that may abound to your account.

Again St. Paul reminds of Philippians that he is not using a back door and subtle way of trying to put pressure on them to support him because he needs it.  There can be no doubt that the Apostle needs their support but that was still not his spirit or his motivation.  His concern, as it had always been was for them and the desire that they would do the right thing and earn a good reward.  This is a great challenge and a lesson for all Christian churches; I know it is certainly one for me.  I am convicted, in studying this passage and writing these expository comments about it, that my concern has too much been for myself in the matter of giving and receiving and not enough for the good of the people who are doing it because it will please God and make better Christians of them.

4:18 But I have all, and abound: I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you, an odour of a sweet smell, a sacrifice acceptable, wellpleasing to God.

At the moment the Apostle professes that he has everything he needs and that he is not hungry as a result of the things that Epaphroditus has supplied to him.  There is an interesting thing here that I want to point out to you for just a moment.  In the King James text it reads: "I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things which were sent from you."  But that is not how it reads in the Textus Receptus, the Greek manuscript from which the King James was taken.  If you have a good printing of the Bible you will notice that the words, "which were sent" are not in the original.  The way this text actually reads it is: "I am full, having received of Epaphroditus the things from you."  Evidently some of the things that Epaphroditus supplied to the Apostle were from the Philippians but there is no evidence in this passage that they were sent to the Apostle by the church.  The text seems to tell us that the Philippian church had not sent these things and apparently was not planning on sending them; and that Epaphroditus had taken it upon himself to round them up and take them to him.  The Apostle, in his generous but careful commendation, does not give the Philippian church credit for having sent this gift even though he does recognize that it was from them and he calls it a sacrifice acceptable and well pleasing to God.  Without a doubt it is true that the credit goes to Epaphroditus and not to the Philippian Church.

4:19 But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.

The Apostle wants to get something across to Christian people about generous giving to support the Lord's work.  If they do that they themselves will not be in want.  I need to be careful what I say here because there are a couple of things that does not mean.  It does not mean that giving will not hurt and will not deprive us of some of the things we could have if we had not done it.  Nor is it promoting prosperity preaching; that you cannot out-give God and if you give to the work (or more commonly to the guru who is working you) God will give you more back than you gave.  Neither of these things is the point and neither is necessarily true.  The point is that even though there is self-denial and suffering in all of the ministry (and giving to support the Mission of the Church is no different), still God will not see His children go begging who are generous in this regard.  God owns the cattle on 1000 hills.  Every beast of the forest is His.  All of the gold and treasure in this world belong to Him.  Under the Old Testament, when blessings were temporal and in the natural realm, God gave enormous material blessings to Abraham, Jacob, to David, Solomon and others.  What God is doing in our lives is helping us exchange these temporal and passing things that will not last for the things of eternity.  It is a trade-off and you cannot have it both ways.  Even so God wants us to know that He is able to make all grace and material things abound to His children in need, that our heavenly Father knows the things you need, and that faithful people can carry out the ministry of giving to the work without the fear that they are going to starve out in this world.

4:20 Now unto God and our Father be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

Verse 20 is a benediction that properly belongs at the end of this discussion about giving and receiving.  In that consideration and enterprise everything we do should be done to God to whom belongs glory forever and ever.  "Amen" here means: "that is all there is to say about it."  We give to God out of a willing heart to support the Mission of the Church and the spread of the Gospel for His glory or else we deprive ourselves of a great blessing.

That having been aid the Apostle now begins the benediction that ends this letter to the Philippians.
4:21 Salute every saint in Christ Jesus. The brethren which are with me greet you.

We of the Church and the family of God are to have love, concern, and appreciation for all of God's people.  In this particular instance the Apostle may be making specific reference to that party of people that are returning to the church with Epaphroditus.  A careful study of the commandment to salute one another and to greet one another with a holy kiss will show that it is closely related to a situation where people that we have not seen for a long time are coming to us from a far country or else those that we love are leaving us to go away on mission or some other reason.  There is nothing wrong with the practice of showing love and affection toward those who are brothers and sisters that we see all the time; but common sense and practice tells us that we do not show the same kind of endeared affection for someone we are going to see tomorrow as we do for someone who is going away and we are not going to see for years or perhaps ever again in this life.  It is also true that we do not show the same love and affection of outward expression for those that we see every day as we do for someone who has come to us that we have not seen for a long time or perhaps a Christian brother or sister that we have never seen before.  It seems to me that this emphasis is warranted by the last sentence of verse 21.  The brethren that were with St. Paul in Rome are sending their greetings to the Christians in Philippi by way of this letter.  Not only so, but all the saints in Rome saluted the Philippians.  But surely this did not mean that they saluted them with the holy kiss because it would have been rather difficult for people in Rome to pull that off with people in Macedonia.  The saluting here is the sending of love, compassion, interest, goodwill, and blessing.  In saying, "chiefly them that are of Caesar's household," the Apostle is making reference to that group of people with whom he reacts every day as a prisoner in the palace.  These are secretaries, clerks, cooks, dishwashers, gardeners, guards, and all those that go into making up the staff that run Caesar's house.

4:22 All the saints salute you, chiefly they that are of Caesar’s household.

The Apostle signs off this letter with the same sentiment and wishes with which he began it.
4:23 The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.  Amen

God in His grace is able to be with us, to encourage us, to hold us up, to bless us, to direct us, and to give us wisdom and guidance in the living of that holy and sanctified life which is pleasing to Him, which will bring us peace and the present time, and which will bode well for the future day of judgment when good works in the kingdom of God are a acknowledge and awarded.
Amen here means that verse 23 says it all.  But it also means that this is the end of this letter to the Philippian church.
