Chapter Twenty-Two
11 Ye see how large a letter I have written unto you with mine own hand.

12 As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.

13 For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.

14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world.

15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.

16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus.

18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen. 

St. Paul calls to the attention of the Galatians that he has written a large letter with his own hand.  He then goes on to say that those who desire to make a fair show in the flesh are the ones who are interested in the pomp and religious pageantry and liturgy of the Old Law.  They do this so that they can imply importance and achievement in the religious world by the size of their following and the way they force you to conform to their religious theater. 

About Motives

The point the Apostle in making is both simple and important.  The fact that he has gone to the time and the trouble to write this long and difficult letter to them indicates to them two things.  One is that he loves and cares for them.  The other is that he is not trying to impress anyone by what he is doing.  St. Paul is not trying to bring them into his power or make them go through routines of which he can boast and to which he can point to as the proof of his authority and achievements in the religious world.  The ones who are trying to pull them back under the ordinances of the Old dispensation are the ones who are trying to put on a show and, by it, advertise themselves as important people.  At first blush this may seem petty and without significance to you and me.  If so, you are missing the message and are unaware of what is going on around you.  Who are the big names and which are the big and important operations in the religious world?  Is it not the ones who have the biggest churches, who have some particular movement going that has people by the thousands bowing down, following like sheep, giving all their money, and putting all their confidence in?  Is this not the truth?  The admired men in the outward, professing Christian world today are the ones who can be identified with some fad.  It may be a mechanical form of evangelism that people can participate in without having to be led by the Holy Ghost, some false movement of feigned miracles, dishonest and cruel claims of faith healings, some new information about something of significance that is going on in Israel, or some other showy, self-identifying gimmick that can be used to attract attention and people. 

In each of these movements, there is no emphasis upon self-denial, personal devotion, freedom in the spirit, and closeness to God in the individual life.  All of the emphasis is on how you can be convinced to join up, to be a part, to send away for something, to get into some mind-manipulation class, and learn to do something by rote that will add numbers and power to the particular organization that has given birth to the movement.  This is what most of the so-called Christianity of today is all about, and after which most religious people are running like hounds after a bitch in heat.  

Those who are the heads of such groups as these are building their reputations by the numbers that follow them and the nature of the rituals into which people are being lured and snared.  Many of them are egotists, grafters, womanizers, and worse.  The sad part is that in this world they do not have to have any personal integrity.  The saps that have been snared by them are guilty of hero worship of these personality cultists.  They do not want to know the truth about that person and they do not care.  It is a world where insincere people can get high on the opiate of religion and they do not have to die to themselves.  The flesh loves this kind of sensual, emotional, intellectual, financial, religious orgy.  

It is this very thing of which the apostle speaks:

12 As many as desire to make a fair shew in the flesh, they constrain you to be circumcised; only lest they should suffer persecution for the cross of Christ.

13 For neither they themselves who are circumcised keep the law; but desire to have you circumcised, that they may glory in your flesh.

Many things and movements in the religious world fall into this category.  There is the mind manipulation of the Church Growth Principal and Evangelism Explosion, the greed of Prosperity Preaching, the intellectual and egotistical pride of the Theology of Reason and Apologetics, the emotional and sensual turn-ons of Charismatic Humanism with its faked miracles and feigned spirituality, Theonomy, Reconstruction, Moral Majority, the Religious Right, and the competitiveness, hatred, anger and other cultural and carnal expressions of the political reformers.  But none is more characteristic of those who desire to make a fair show in the flesh than the ones St. Paul is taking on in Galatians—the Dispensationalists, Premillennialists and other constituents of the Old Testament heresy of Christian Zionism.  This humanistic religious system, which glorifies man and denies the doctrine of the depravity of Adam’s children, is the exemplification of these who desire to make a fair show in the flesh.  And the reason is exactly as St. Paul describes it.  It is so that they will not have to suffer persecution for the sake of the Cross of Christ.  They can get together and use their imaginations, the intellectual and scholarly blindness of the natural mind, and their oratorical skills to promote an all-pervasive doctrine for religion that ignores entirely the cursing of the nation by Christ in Luke 11:45-52:

Then answered one of the lawyers, and said unto him, Master, thus saying thou reproachest us also.

And he said, Woe unto you also, ye lawyers for ye lade men with burdens grievous to be borne, and ye yourselves touch not the burdens with one of your fingers.

Woe unto you for ye build the sepulchres of the prophets, and your fathers killed them.

Truly ye bear witness that ye allow the deeds of your fathers: for they indeed killed them, and ye build their sepulchres.

Therefore also said the wisdom of God, I will send them prophets and apostles, and some of them they shall slay and persecute: that the blood of all the prophets, which was shed from the foundation of the world, may be required of this generation; from the blood of Abel unto the blood of Zacharias, which perished between the altar and the temple: verily I say unto you, It shall be required of this generation.

Woe unto you, lawyers for ye have taken away the key of knowledge: ye entered not in yourselves, and them that were entering in ye hindered.

They ignore the invalidating of the Covenant, the taking of the Kingdom from the nation of Israel in Mat. 21:43:

 Therefore say I unto you, The kingdom of God shall be taken from you, and given to a nation bringing forth the fruits thereof. 

The Christian Zionists ignore the fact that Jesus made the house of Israel desolate, and that they would never again know Him unless they came to Him through repentance and faith even as others.  This is recorded in Mat. 23:38

Behold, your house is left unto you desolate. 

And in Luke 13:35:
Behold, your house is left unto you desolate: and verily I say unto you, Ye shall not see me, until the time come when ye shall say, Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

The Christian Zionist disregards the fact that no one was ever given eternal life as a result of natural birth, in John 3:3:

Jesus answered and said unto him, Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God. 

He ignores the reality that no one can enter the Kingdom of God physically unless he is born again physically by the resurrection, according to I Cor. 15:50:

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption. 

The Christian Zionist has contempt for the fact that there is only one body of Christ, according to Ephesians 4:4-6:

There is one body, and one Spirit, even as ye are called in one hope of your calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all. 

The Christian Zionist sneers at the biblical teaching that all redeemed people, both Jews and Gentiles are brought together, one new man in Christ, into this one body according to Ephesians 2:13-22:
But now, in Christ Jesus, ye who sometimes were far off are made nigh by the blood of Christ.

For he is our peace, who hath made both one, and hath broken down the middle wall of partition between us; having abolished in his flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace; and that he might reconcile both unto God in one body by the cross, having slain the enmity thereby: and came and preached peace to you which were afar off, and to them that were nigh.

For through him we both have access by one Spirit unto the Father.

Now therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellowcitizens with the saints, and of the household of God; and are built upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief corner stone; in whom all the building fitly framed together groweth unto an holy temple in the Lord: in whom ye also are builded together for an habitation of God through the Spirit. 

Why does the Christian Zionist close his eyes and harden his neck against these great New Testaments truths?  Why does he want to push Christ, the Church, the Resurrection, and the Heavenly City and Tabernacle into the background and bring the nation of Israel to the front?  The answer is tragically simple.  In his self-righteousness and creature worship he wants to make a fair show in the flesh.  While he speaks of the Cross, he disdains the Cross, wishing to make the focus of time and history a people who will take the center stage of world religion without being born again, or coming by way of the Cross.  In so doing he is not really worshipping the Jews, but himself.  He argues that God is eternally bound to these flesh and blood descendants of Adam even though the covenant was conditional and they rejected and crucified Christ.  When all of the debris is swept away and the foundation of this doctrine is exposed, self-righteous man is at the bottom of it.  It is a way of saying that he really is good and really has attracted God and merited His favor as a child of Adam in this world without the Cross and the New Creation.  It is exactly this heresy toward which St. Paul directs the strongest condemnation in all his letters.  “You fools,” he cries out, “how could you possibly be taken in by this kind of gobbledygook after having seen the pure Gospel of grace through the eyes of faith?”  It is inconceivable that this could happen.  No wonder he accused them of being under the spell of the witchcraft to Christian Zionism, the witch.

No one in the world of Christian Zionism today could hold a candle to St. Paul when it comes to zeal and dedication to the Jewish cause.  But St. Paul had gotten his eyes open.  He had seen Christ, and he understood the Cross.  The murderous unbelief of Israel was just another sad chapter in the vices of the children of Adam; and the failed and canceled covenant to that nation of Israel was a dead and faded memory of that which was not because it could never be. 

14 But God forbid that I should glory, save in the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto me, and I unto the world. 

There is one thing and one only for the child of God in this world to glory in and that is the Cross of Jesus Christ.  And what is the reason for that?  It is two fold.  It is by the Cross that the world is crucified unto me.  This world, which is crucified to us, is the precious realm of the Christian Zionist where, according to the misguided and fatally flawed doctrines, Christ is going to return and yet show all men what a wonderful world this is and can be when it is ruled over by a powerful and just king.  For all his talk about fundamental Christianity, the Christian Zionist simply has not gotten the message that the world is corrupt, that natural born man is corrupt, and that only the Cross and the resurrection can make man good.  There is one truly Christian attitude and one only.  It is to get free from this old creation by death with Christ on the Cross and resurrection with Him.  The Cross of Jesus Christ destroys the old creation.  Part of that old creation is the flesh and blood children and the geographical land of Israel.

Only by Death and Resurrection

Granted that may be true but what about the physical Kingdom of God?  The answer is that The Kingdom of God is not of this world any longer.  Jesus said it to Pilate.  You can only get into the Kingdom of God in any sense that is relative to us—whether it is the spirit, the soul, or the body—by death with Christ, resurrection with Christ, and new life in Christ.  Through the Cross, everything that is of this old creation is dead.  Christ made it dead to Him and to us with His life as He lived it. and the Kingdom He taught, His death, and His resurrection.  When the world rejected the King of Glory, they rejected everything of value, and when Christ rejected the world as a place to reign He made it all meaningless, useless, and expendable.

But what about the “…I unto the world?”  What about us being crucified unto the world?  The world is set in the heart of natural man.  It is endemic to his mortal nature.  He is a product of the world.  He is made from the red clay of the world.  He is sustained physically by the food that grows out the ground of the world.  Man came into this world and he is here by way of the old creation.  As long as man is alive mortally he is tied to the world.  The seventh chapter of Romans, verses 4-6 makes this so very clear:

Wherefore, my brethren, ye also are become dead to the law by the body of Christ; that ye should be married to another, even to him who is raised from the dead, that we should bring forth fruit unto God.

For when we were in the flesh, the motions of sins, which were by the law, did work in our members to bring forth fruit unto death.

But now we are delivered from the law, that being dead wherein we were held; that we should serve in newness of spirit, and not in the oldness of the letter.

What does this say?  It tells us that only death breaks the bondage to the world and the covenant of the flesh.  Only death with Christ results in New Life in the New Creation.

St. Paul struggled with this reality as it applies to sanctification and the Christian life in Philippians 3:1-21: 

Finally, my brethren, rejoice in the Lord. To write the same things to you, to me indeed is not grievous, but for you it is safe.

Beware of dogs, beware of evil workers, beware of the concision.

For we are the circumcision, which worship God in the spirit, and rejoice in Christ Jesus, and have no confidence in the flesh.

Though I might also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh that he hath whereof he might trust in the flesh, I more: circumcised the eighth day, of the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; concerning zeal, persecuting the church; touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.

But what things were gain to me, those I counted loss for Christ.

Yea doubtless, and I count all things but loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that I may win Christ, and be found in him, not having mine own righteousness, which is of the law, but that which is through the faith of Christ, the righteousness which is of God by faith: that I may know him, and the power of his resurrection, and the fellowship of his sufferings, being made conformable unto his death; if by any means I might attain unto the resurrection of the dead.

Not as though I had already attained, either were already perfect: but I follow after, if that I may apprehend that for which also I am apprehended of Christ Jesus.

Brethren, I count not myself to have apprehended: but this one thing I do, forgetting those things which are behind, and reaching forth unto those things which are before, I press toward the mark for the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.

Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: and if in any thing ye be otherwise minded, God shall reveal even this unto you.

Nevertheless, whereto we have already attained, let us walk by the same rule, let us mind the same thing.

Brethren, be followers together of me, and mark them which walk so as ye have us for an ensample. (For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of the cross of Christ: whose end is destruction, whose God is their belly, and whose glory is in their shame, who mind earthly things.)  For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body, according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself. 

Here the Apostle is also warning the Church against Christian Zionism.  There are evil workers whose minds are on the flesh and the world.  They think in terms of national Israel, the world, and the old creation.  St. Paul had more in the regard to glory in than they did but he would not do it. He saw it all as rubbish to be thrown away.  His preoccupation was with dying to all that was of the old creation so that he could experience resurrection with Christ and know the new world, the righteousness by faith, and the marvelous will of God for his life.  
St. Paul was not talking about the future but about the present time.  His place in the resurrection on the last day had long since been assured. But the resurrection today is another matter.  It requires constant death to self and resurrection with Christ. Yesterday’s victories will not do for today.  As long as we are in this world we have never reached the apex.  We must press on.

In Colossians 3:1-4 the truth is expressed as to how this is achieved in justification and how it can be achieved in sanctification.

IF ye then be risen with Christ, seek those things which are above, where Christ sitteth on the right hand of God.

Set your affection on things above, not on things on the earth.

For ye are dead, and your life is hid with Christ in God.

When Christ, who is our life, shall appear, then shall ye also appear with him in glory. 

Those who have been resurrected with Christ, as to sanctification, spend their time and their emotions and efforts on those things which are above, at the throne of God, where Christ sits one the right hand of God.  This is telling us that for God and to His Son Jesus Christ, only things of the new creation are of importance.  Clearly this is the meaning because it is contrasted to things on this earth.

The Natural and the Spiritual

Those who are preoccupied with an earthly Kingdom over in Palestine and things which will minister to the natural man are not raised with Christ, at least in the sense of sanctification and how they live their lives.  But this must not be true of the faithful.  We are to set our affections on things above.  The reason is simple.  The faithful have died with Christ, as it pertains to the old creation, and they are no longer interested in the things of the old creation.  Why would they be?  The old creation is only of interest to those who have not died to it.

Hidden with Christ in God 

But our lives are hidden with Christ in God.  This means that the things which occupy our affections and comprise our service are not visible or of importance to those who desire to make a fair show in the flesh.  The Christian Zionist is preoccupied with this earth and a Kingdom into which those who are not born again and who are not physically immortal can come and participate. It does not matter to him that they have not died to the old creation.  Their affections are here, their stuff is here, and their glory is their shame.  They uphold those as the chosen of God that Jesus called liars, murderers, hypocrites, and children of the devil.  These are the ones who crucified their King, the Lord of Glory, and said, “Away with Him, we do not want Him. You take Him.  He is not our King.”  Yet the fools of the world of Christian Zionism have the temerity to claim that God is so enamored with these vessels of wrath fitted to destruction that He will come back, given them this mortal Kingdom of the old creation, and accede to their wishes.  This is the epitome of heresy and sacrilege.  It is just another in the age long examples of the insane, impertinent, and irreverent rantings of the fallen mind.

In Revelation 14:13 the prospect of those who have come to the cross and died to the world is quite different:

And I heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Write, Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth: Yea, saith the Spirit, that they may rest from their labours; and their works do follow them.

More than One Way to be Martyred

This certainly involves martyrs who have been physically killed and those of the faith who have passed on, but it is talking about more than that.  The souls or lives under the altar comprehend all who have given their lives for the cause.  This includes pastors and missionaries but it also includes ditch diggers and carpenters.  It involves all, whether still alive in this mortal body, or passed on.  When Jesus instructed that discipleship requires taking up the Cross daily, He was not telling us that we had to be physically killed everyday any more than St. Paul, in Philippians 3, was saying that dying with Christ was physical.  Martyrdom for the sake of Christ comes in many forms and experiences.  All are comprehended in this saying.  Great blessings are promised to those who ere crucified to the world by the Cross of Jesus Christ.

St. Paul made a summary statement on this subject in II Cor. 5:14-21, when he said:

For the love of Christ constraineth us; because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then were all dead: and that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.

Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.  And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath given to us the ministry of reconciliation; to wit, that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing their trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christs stead, be ye reconciled to God.

For he hath made him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the righteousness of God in him. 

Here the Apostle tells us that with the Crucifixion and the Resurrection, everything that was of the old creation is gone, even Christ the man after the flesh and the Jew.  For those who are in Christ (and the context here is Christian service and consequences in the Day of Judgment for how we have lived our lives) everything is of the new creation.  The old creation is gone forever.  Our preoccupation is with the responsibility to spread the Gospel to men in this world as ambassadors for Christ before the Second Coming and the end of the world that it brings.  The basis of that Gospel is that we can be reconciled to God through the Cross of Jesus Christ and the Grace given to us by Him and it.  It is through faith and it is offered to every man who will hear and be reconciled.

We could go on endlessly, almost, with this subject because the whole theology of the Christian life is anchored to it, but it is enough for those who will listen and more would not help those who will not.

15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.

16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

In this new world where Christ sits on the Right Hand of God, there is no value to be put in circumcision or the lack of it.  It is not important to be conformed to Jewish rituals or any other Jewish doctrine.  It does not make one righteous and it passed away with the passing of the covenant of the flesh.

But neither is there any value to be placed upon the fact that one is a rebel, an anti-authoritarian, an autocrat, and that his life is characterized for never being committed to any tradition, never belonging to any church, and never undergoing any ritual or religious rite.  Both of these positions are products of the fallen, fleshly mind and they passed from significance with the passing of the old world.  God pity the man who thinks he is superior in righteousness because he is independent.  God pity the man who thinks his righteousness exceeds that of others because he is anti-authority, anti-organization, anti-religious tradition, anti-submission, and anti-cooperation.  In the Day of Judgment he will hear the words of Jesus applied to his own situation: “These things ought ye to have done but not to have left the other undone.”  “Except your righteousness exceed that of the Pharisees you shall in no case enter into the Kingdom of heaven” and your righteousness does not exceed theirs. It is the same righteousness of the covenant of the flesh on the other side of the humanistic, fleshly circle, which is no righteousness at all.  What then is righteousness in the new covenant?  It is the new creature in Christ, born of the resurrection, with the mind and nature of Christ, understanding and pursuing the righteousness which is by the faith of Jesus Christ.  What exactly is that?  It is not anything exactly; and yet it is everything.  Jesus said, in answer to the question as to where this Kingdom of God would be in this dispensation, “Wherever the dead carcass is, the buzzards will find it.”  If you are hungry for it and if you are looking for it then you will find it.  All I can tell you is that I have never had any trouble figuring out what it is in my life.  I have often had struggles with the self denial that is necessary in order to have it, but I have no trouble knowing what it is and neither will you as long as that is truly what you are seeking and faith in Christ and the Cross is the means by which you are seeking it.

In terms of knowing what and where it is and how to carry it out, this is an easy path to follow.  The truth of it is so simple that a wayfaring man, though a fool, could not err therein.  I know little boys and girls in our church who have this figured out very well and are living lives pleasing to God.  In fact Jesus said, in principle, the Kingdom of God must be received the way little children receive their instructions and carry out their duties.  When you do that, there is peace in your heart and life.  Oh, it may not be easy but there is peace in obedience and that, for the discerning and wise soul, is what the rest of our time in this mortal world is all about.  It does not matter what is going on outside as long as there is peace inside.  I remember my mother and father going through very difficult times trying to raise their eleven children in the post depression years of the middle and late thirties.  But their faith and obedience and confidence in God brought calmness to their lives that radiated peace in their house and their family.  Today I see people with unimaginable wealth of things, food, and homes, who are torn constantly by doubts, boredom, unhappiness, and indecision.  The possession of things does not bring peace and the lack of things does not keep peace from us.  And the same is true in reverse.  The lack of things does not bring peace and the presence of things does not bring unhappiness.  Being right with God and living in the new creation as a new creature in Christ is what brings peace.

15 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creature.

16 And as many as walk according to this rule, peace be on them, and mercy, and upon the Israel of God.

It is of more than passing significance that St. Paul uses the term the Israel of God to identify the faithful in the Gentile Churches.  Why does he do this?  It is to further put the lie to the whole Old Testament heresy of Christian Zionism.  The nation of Israel was never the true Israel.  Like every other entity under the Old Covenant, they were at best an analogy and a prophetic type of the truth that would come with the Messiah and the New Covenant that was first and from the beginning.  In fact, the nation was not even the first rank of importance in the Old Testament when it comes to the name Israel.  Israel means the Prince of God.  Some say it more appropriately means “He will reign as God,” or in other words, just like God, meaning He will be God.  This name first came to Jacob when he wrestled with the Angel and his name was changed from Jacob, which means the Trickster to Israel, the Prince of God.

Jacob Comes to the End of Himself
We pick up the story in the 31st Chapter of Genesis where Jacob and his party are camped in the mountains of Gileed on their way back to Canaan.  Jacob had this notion that he was about the cleverest man in the world and that no man was his equal when it came to scheming out things, devising plans and putting them into action.  Jacob would gain his purpose politically if possible, but one way or the other he was going to win out.  Every thing that had happened in his relationship with his brother and his father only gave him confidence that this was true.  In Mesopotamia he had suffered some momentary set backs but Jacob was now confident that when the chips were down and all of the stops were pulled, he could win out and that he had.  Jacob had not yet learned that what goes around comes around and that for everything that one does there is a day of reckoning.  When time passes and nothing happens, there is a false sense of security that comes to a man.  Camped out on the hills of Gileed, looking over into the Promised Land, Jacob must have felt the warm glow of success.  Tomorrow he would be in the home land.  Time had passed and surely Esau would have forgotten all about him now.  It had all worked out just as Jacob had planned it.  He had shown them.  Why was it that no one was willing to give him the credit for being as smart and resourceful as he was?  He had never doubted that he would achieve his purposes all along. He had gone back to Mesopotamia to get a wife and some of Uncle Laban's wealth.  He was going back home with far more than anyone, including himself, could have possibly imagined.   

Trouble on the Mountain

But while he was musing someone came scurrying into camp with the news that Laban was coming up the mountainside with an army of men.  Suddenly the whole pipe dream turned to ashes at Jacob's feet.  Hadn't he feared this very thing?  Didn't the thought occur to him when he camped here, that he should have pressed on across the Jordan?  Just one more day and he would have been safe.  Why did things always have to go against him?  

God was bringing about the sequence of events that would finally lead Jacob to the end of himself and to repentance which would lead to his conversion.  All along Jacob has been the natural seed of Abraham.  But it is not until his new birth by faith that he will become part of the spiritual seed, the children of promise and the body of Christ.  Romans 11:5- 7, 28, 29 make it clear that God, out of deference to Abraham and because of the purpose for which He was using them in time and history, elected Jacob to salvation through faith and grace, thus making him part of the covenant of promise, which he was not by natural birth.  But since God works through free moral agency the repentance and conversion that were necessary to bring this about must be Jacob's choice.  This would only happen when the disillusionment and futility of mortality and the ways of men became clear to him.  Because Jacob was tricky, deceitful, full of schemes and a very patient man, extreme situations and circumstances would be necessary to bring him to his knees.  The Gospel is the same to every man, but the experiences of life, the emotions of the individual and the thing that finally gets across to him is different with every man.  St. Jude acknowledged this different approach to different people when he said, in the 22nd and 23rd verses of his little letter, that some men need gentle treatment.  They need to be approached on the basis of appeal to their conscience and their needs.  Others are hard and indifferent.  They need to be treated more roughly.  They need to have the hell scared out of them and they need to be literally yanked out of the fire.  

Jacob was such a man.  One of the few ways that he could be reached was through fear.  Simply put Jacob, unlike most all of Abraham's children but not unlike most tricky men, was a coward.  God used this characteristic to get Jacob's undivided attention.  As long as he saw hope and possibility to his schemes and tricky behavior, he would pursue his own way.  But now God was zeroing in on him.  Jacob has been put in the fear of his life.  He knew what he did to Laban and he had no doubt that Laban had come to kill him and take back his daughters and his livestock.  Jacob knew Laban well and the growing animosity that he had seen in him and his sons was the motivating factor that caused Jacob to slip away.  Now Laban has pursued him hotly, as Jacob put it, over many miles, tracking him through the desert prairies of Arabia. He has brought a large troop with him, all of whom were out for Jacob's scalp.  Until Laban revealed to Jacob that God would not let Laban hurt him Jacob must have felt that his end had come.  It was unlikely that Laban had come with the intention of taking Jacob back by force.  He did not need Jacob any more.  He already had a large family of grandchildren and enormous flocks of cattle and sheep and herds of asses and camels.

Headed Off at the Pass

Esau's advanced guard had told him that Jacob was heading back to Canaan and Esau was coming to meet him from the other direction.  Jacob was marching right into the arms of a vengeful brother who had vowed to kill him if he ever saw him again and with an army of four hundred trained fighters.  The Lord spared Jacob from Laban but now Esau was in his face.  It is not clear if Esau was coming to kill Jacob but this seems the most likely explanation.  
Jacob sends out an elaborate pacification of wives, little children, and herds.  But the problem is not with Esau, as it was not with Laban.  The problem, as it always had been, was with Jacob.  After the events of the next two chapters are finished, Jacob will never again, so long as he lives, devise a scheme against any one, try to trick anyone out of anything, or trust in his own cleverness.  Before Jacob could become the representative of the spiritual seed, and the natural leader of the twelve tribes, it was necessary for him to learn this lesson and he did, very well due to the dramatic, frightening, graphic and desperate experiences that he encountered as a result of slipping away from Laban.

All that night Jacob wrestled with the Angel, clinging desperately to him, and refusing to let him go.  He had come to the end of himself.  Even as he was in the process of trying to go home again he already knew the impossibility and the futility of it all.  I think that every one of us who have come to the Lord and turned our lives over to have His control knows exactly where Jacob was in his life and what was going on within him.  There was nowhere to turn but to God, and Jacob made that decision.  He struggled for God’s blessing with the same dedication that a fortune hunter searches for hidden treasure, a starving man for food, or a man dying of thirst for water.  Suddenly it became the most important thing—indeed the only thing—in life to him.  It was the first time that he had ever been honest about his own inadequacy and his utter need for the Lord.  No longer was it acceptable to Jacob to rest in the traditional religion of his fathers.  Jacob needed something real and personal that would take away his fears, calm his restlessness, banish his guilt, and remove the dark and threatening storm clouds that hung ominously over the horizons of his life.  In this condition of heart and soul he had a face to face encounter with the Lord God.  God blessed him then and changed his name from Jacob to Israel, the Prince of God, because he had prevailed with God and now had power with God and with man.  But in the process of receiving God's blessing Jacob's thigh was affected.

God puts Jacob to the acid test.  “Let me go,” He says, “It is morning and there are things to do.”  But Jacob has lost none of his dedication.  

“I will not let you go,” he says, “until you bless me.”  Then God asks him what his name is.  

“I am Jacob,” he says, haltingly and with shame.  He knows what this meant.  He was hoping God would not ask.  

You are Jacob, that liar, that trickster, that coward, that opportunist—and you want a blessing?  

That is what Jacob was afraid of hearing, but it is not what God said.  

“No, you are not Jacob the Trickster,” God says, “You are Israel the Prince of God because like a mighty Prince you have found favor and power with God and with men.”
 What?  Jacob, a Prince of God?  No; not Jacob.  God tells him, “You are no more Jacob.”  How did it happen?  What could have changed in one night?  Everything can change in one night, my friend, when you are dealing with the power of God, the Covenant of the Promise, the Cross of Christ and the miracle of the death of the old man and the resurrection and the new birth of the new man in Christ.  In the truest and most instructive sense Jacob repented and was converted.  No, he did not repent of sins.  He did not say, “God I am sorry for cheating Esau out of his blessing and Laban out of his herds.”  He repented of who he was and what he was: Jacob, the liar, the thief, the immoral man, the depraved and hopeless sinner in whom was no good thing and concerning whom there was no future.  Only fear and death lay ahead of him if he continued on the old way.  He repented of his lost condition as the son of Adam and he died to that life, putting all of his hope in the blessing that God, by faith and grace, would give him.  Jacob may not have known all of the theology, but he knew, from his grandfather and his father, about the Covenant of Promise.  He embraced that covenant by faith and found, as promised from the Garden of Eden on, forgiveness and eternal life.  Like all of us who have truly come to Christ, Jacob did not reach spiritual maturity in a moment’s time.  He still had some major flaws that needed to be rubbed out.  Some of them stayed with him all of his life.  But nothing was ever the same with Jacob again after this.  He was a new man.

Thus Jacob’s conversion to Israel is a testimony of the Cross, the New Birth and the Spiritual seed.  The man and the nation only fulfilled this role parenthetically and for a temporal purpose.  In deed and in truth Israel, the converted Jacob, was only a prophetic type of Christ who was and is the True Israel.  Many people of God, in doubting this truth, display an ignorance of the Scripture that is both surprising and disappointing.  Few things in the Bible, in terms of prophetic witness, are spelled out more clearly and deliberately to make a point.

In Hosea 11:1, the Prophet wrote:

WHEN Israel was a child, then I loved him, and called my son out of Egypt.

In Mat. 2:12-15, we are told that Joseph,  

…being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into their own country another way.

And when they were departed, behold, the angel of the Lord appeareth to Joseph in a dream, saying, Arise, and take the young child and his mother, and flee into Egypt, and be thou there until I bring thee word: for Herod will seek the young child to destroy him.

When he arose, he took the young child and his mother by night, and departed into Egypt:

And was there until the death of Herod: that it might be fulfilled which was spoken of the Lord by the prophet, saying, Out of Egypt have I called my son. 

Why do you suppose that these records are in the Bible?  They are there to clearly establish that, at the beginning of the New Era (all the prophets prophesied until John the Baptist) the True Israel, of whom the man and the nation of the Old Covenant were only a type, had come to this earth.  Does anyone sincerely think that Jacob was the true Prince of God?  Does anyone dare to blaspheme and say that the nation, who rejected and crucified the Messiah and refused His rule and Kingdom, was the true Prince of God?  What sort of nonsense is this?

Of course Christ was the True Israel and of course the man and nation were only prophetic witnesses.  But now comes the question of substance—and this is another of the ways of putting the lie to the gobbledygook of Christian Zionism—who were the true children of Israel?  Are they the flesh and blood seed of the Old Testament who rejected Him and were cut off as the children of wrath fitted to destruction (according to Romans 9)?  Or are they the ones who are born to God of His incorruptible sperm through faith in Jesus Christ?  Is it the nation, with its hypocritical Pharisees, its distortion of the truth, its resistance to the Kingdom of God, its practice of murdering the true prophets of the Lord, those whom Jesus called children of the devil and upon whom He placed all the curses of the past?  Or is it the Church, the pillar and ground of truth, the body of Christ which He purchased with His own blood, those who are now bone of His bone and flesh of His flesh, those who are children of the Covenant of Promise and Abraham's true seed?  If the question does not answer itself, which it certainly seems to us that it does, St. Paul leaves no doubt.  The Israel of God are those who are New Creatures in Christ and who walk according to that rule.  They are the children of the barren woman and citizens of the Jerusalem which is above and is the mother of us all.

17 From henceforth let no man trouble me: for I bear in my body the marks of the Lord Jesus. 

The Christian Zionists and the Premillennialists were in Galatia trying to convince the Christians of that region that there was value in circumcision.  This was supposed to be the mark on the body that identified one religiously as a member of God’s people.  St. Paul takes umbrage at this silly, sterile, Old Testament notion.  What is this silly talk about circumcision being the identifying marks of Christ in the Church? he asks.  Let me tell you about the identifying marks of Christ.

Are they Hebrews? so am I. Are they Israelites? so am I. Are they the seed of Abraham? so am I.

Are they ministers of Christ? (I speak as a fool) I am more; in labours more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft.

Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.

Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep; in journeyings often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness.

Beside those things that are without, that which cometh upon me daily, the care of all the churches.

Who is weak, and I am not weak? who is offended, and I burn not?

If I must needs glory, I will glory of the things which concern mine infirmities.

The God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, which is blessed for evermore, knoweth that I lie not.

In Damascus the governor under Aretas the king kept the city of the Damascenes with a garrison. desirous to apprehend me: and through a window in a basket was I let down by the wall, and escaped his hands. 

The cutting away of the flesh of the heart and purifying of the life unto God—the sufferings for the cause of Christ—that is what identifies us as associates of Christ and His Kingdom.  St. Paul does not want to hear any more of the shallow and unenlightened talk about Jewish trappings, ceremonies, rites, rituals, buildings, or any other thing that passed with the Old Covenant as having to do with the Kingdom of God.  He is not one to suffer fools gladly: 
“Leave me and my spiritual children alone about this dead and meaningless carryover from the failed past where men did not understand, much less keep, the spirit of truth.  Just because I am not carrying the Israeli flag, because I am not an apologist for Jewish heresy, because I am not fodder for the Zionist cannon, and because I am not bilking unstable and deceived souls out of their money by taking them on meaningless trips to the 'holy land,' I am being persecuted and lied about by those who claim to be preachers of the Gospel but who are in reality agents for the Christian Zionist agenda.  I am unimpressed with that argument and those carnal and spiritually meaningless activities.  If that is all you want to talk about, then do not bother me with it.  I have things to do with my time and energies that concern Christ and His Gospel—which those things do not."
18 Brethren, the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with your spirit. Amen.

St. Paul concludes this devastating condemnation of The Circumcision and all its fatherless children with a terse and specifically-worded benediction.  It is the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and not the failed conditions of the Covenants of the Law and the Flesh, that should be with your spirit, in your minds, and before your faces.  This is what will bring you peace and sustain you in the Christian endeavor.  It is the last and concluding word and for the faithful, the honest seeker, and the Christian who is open to the Word of God, it should shut the door finally and forever on the troubling heresy of Christian Zionism with its call for a return to the failures of the past before the Cross, the Resurrection, and the establishment of the Kingdom of God on earth in and through the Church at Pentecost.  Stand fast in the Liberty wherewith Christ has made you free and do not become entangled again in this yoke of bondage.

The Covenant of Justification by Faith was first and last.  It was promised before the world was created.  It was restated to Eve in the Garden.  It was witnessed to by the shedding of blood in the Garden and the coats of skin to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve.  It was witnessed to in Abel’s sacrifice; it was prophetically foretold in the Noetic Covenant of Grace and the Ark that carried men through the judgment.  It was promised to Abraham when he left Haran.  It preceded and had nothing in common with the Covenant of the Law and the natural seed.  When it came, it was a new operation in the earth and it did not come through the Church at Jerusalem or through the Jews religion.  It is the Covenant of Promise wherein Christ, the incarnate God, has given us new and eternal and immortal life through birth into a new family.  This only awaits the decision of man to die voluntarily with Christ on the Cross to get out of Adam’s family and the Old World.  It is a free gift and it is to all men everywhere regardless of race, color, or religious history.  It gives us the life, the liberty, the power, the joy, and the eternal prospect of God Himself.  Do not allow it to be stolen from you by those who want to drag you back into the darkness, the horror, the hopelessness, the tragedy, and the death of the failed and long-since-abandoned covenant of flesh, of works, and of law.
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