Preface


What is the most important, interesting, informative and basic book of the Bible?  Genesis is unsurpassed in primal answers and intrigue.  The Book of Romans lays down for us the basic foundation of the Gospel of Grace.  Hebrews involves us in an almost exhaustive discussion of what the Cross means with respect to our sanctification; and that is probably the lost doctrine in Christianity today in my view.  Revelation, when it is properly understood which is not often, gives us unique insights into what is going on in the present dispensation and why, from the point of view of the Throne of God.  In addition to these, there are letters to churches and individuals of the New Testament that deal with fascinating and vital subjects.  I have long since ceased the hopeless enterprise of trying to identify one book of the Bible as being "the most important."


That having said, I must tell you that the information given to us by St. Paul in the Galatian letter is some of the most neglected, misunderstood, and needed.  As an expository Bible teacher of nearly fifty years it is my opinion that no one is adequately furnished for the challenge of living a victorious Christian life in the Spirit until and unless he has a good understanding of the message of Galatians.


There was a time in my ministry when I believed that grace and Christian liberty meant freedom from rules, regulations, and traditional practices.  That misguided and humanistic idea pulled me gradually away from a walk in the Spirit with Christ, and into to a barren and heady experience of the Christian life as I intellectually, religiously, and philosophically understood it to be.  

There used to be an adage that made the rounds and it said: "I looked at the Lord and the dove of peace flew into my heart; I began to look at the dove and it flew away."  At some point in my Christian walk I realize that this was happening to me.  In that state of affairs I began to look for religious expressions that would lead me back to the point of departure.  I was trying to make the face of God appear by repeating again today my behavior patterns of yesterday.  

Finally I came to my senses and realized the problem.  A distance had opened up between me and the Lord.  I went to the desert for a month of retreat and got alone with the Lord.  I told Him that I wanted to clear the lines of communication between us by throwing out the baggage of the covenant of the flesh that I had dragged back into the temple of my life.  I wanted to get back to the joy of my salvation so that I would once again have power with Him and power with men.  As He always does, God responded to that earnest and honest plea and began to show me where I had missed signals and taken wrong turnings.  During that period of time He took me back to the book of Galatians, instructed me to clear my mind of the Garden of Eden lie of autonomy, and to open my mind to the message of the Scriptures.  


It would not be accurate to say that the book of Galatians alone was responsible for the necessary adjustments in my walk and the shedding of brighter light on my path.  But I think it is true that no other part of the Bible was as instrumental in helping me see what liberty in Christ really means and how it is tied into the whole theology of the Bible from Genesis to Revelation.  One of the great lessons that I learned from Galatians is that uncircumcision is humanism to the core.  It is the religion of natural man and not of Christ and the New Creation.  It is the New Paradigm, Neo-Evangelical, Antinomian side of legalism and of the letter that kills.  I saw that I could be very legalistic in my struggle with legalism and very organized in my war with organizationalism.  I had often been uncharitable in my condemnation of those who lacked charity and very unspiritual in attacking the church leadership that lacked spirituality.  As I thought on those things the phrase, "neither uncircumcision nor uncircumcision; but a new creature in Christ" began to blink at me in bold colors. It was then that I stopped my assault on the organized Church and began the life-long program of helping to but it up.


I will not try to preempt any discussion of the book in this preface.  Galatians is a unity and cannot be broken up into sound bites.  But it more or less culminates in that magnificent and key verse to the message of the Book.  "God forbid that I should glory in anything except the Cross of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is by Christ and His Cross that the pull of the world loses its power over me; and the waywardness of my own nature loses its fascination with the world.” (My paraphrase of Galatians 6:14)

I pray for the grace and mercy of God in being able to capture the message as clearly and purely in this writing as I have seen it in my studies; and the ability to convey that message in words that will be understood and life-giving.
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