Chapter Two

1:1 Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus:

St. Paul is an apostle.  By definition of terms an apostle is one who is sent.  This word differs from disciple in that disciples are those who follow.  However, the intended meaning here does not vest in the connotation of the word's but in the practical reality of the office.  In other Scriptures the apostle tells us that he has the oversight of all the churches in Asia Minor.  The prophet, a gift which St. Paul also possess, was one who had insights into the deep things of the Word of God and the ability to put them in language that could be understood.  This did not prevent him from being an apostle and having oversight of churches but the office of prophet did not make him an apostle.  There were also many disciples in the early days of the church, as indeed there are untold numbers of disciples today.  The word disciple means one who follows.  There is a certain sense in which all apostles are disciples because everyone who has been sent is still a follower of Christ; and there is a certain sense in which all disciples are apostles because everyone who is a follower of Jesus Christ is sent to someone somewhere with a ministry.  But in the larger and practical meaning of the term apostle St. Paul is telling us that God had put him in charge of the doctrine and the order of the churches in the area.  The Apostle wants the church to know that he did not take this upon himself or appoint himself to this office.  It was a calling and a ministry that was given to him by the will of the authority of God.  There were many churches in Asia Minor and we will not run through the list of them now but the point of the moment is that one of them was the Church at Ephesus.  St. Paul was an apostle to that church, meaning that he had oversight and authority concerning its doctrine and procedure.
A Guardian of the Doctrine

an apostle was a Guardian of the sound doctrine of the church.  In past years we have had radio programs and West, Central, and South Africa.  Africa, as you may or may not know, is the center of world Christianity and there is a movement going on there that puts anything else in the world shame.  In my communications with one of the pastors of the church was which are program at influence, he pleaded with me to come over and open the Bible school.  He told me that in this great movement going on in Africa there was every kind of false doctrine and false teaching unmatchable.  Every cult and every pseudo-Christian operation from Ba Hai's to Jehovah's Witnesses was over there and industriously promoting their false theology.  This type of activity is certainly not new to the church of today.  The apostles had it to contend with on a common basis.  Numerous church fathers of written of the operations of the Ebionites, sex of the Druids, and many other heretical groups were promoting spurious Scriptures, letters supposedly written by the apostles churches, and false doctrines mostly focusing on unchristian ideas about the identity of Christ.  
Proper Identity

There is another reason for the salutations St. Paul this and other of his letters.  From his second letter to the Thessalonians it appears that someone in the area at that time was writing bogus letters and claiming that they were from the apostles.  St. Paul always open his letters with an identification of himself and his location, and he always signed them at the end.  This was done to keep false brethren from deceiving the churches.  St. Paul had authority, influence, and mostly the respect of the churches he had founded and the ones that the other apostles had agreed that he should be leader over; but first he had to convince them that the letter was from him and that they were really dealing with St. Paul the Apostle.  And so that was one important reason for the salutations and the signatures at the end of each of Paul's letters.
1:2 Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the Lord Jesus Christ.
Recently we have completed lengthy studies in the Harmony of the Gospels.  After His resurrection and before His ascension Jesus repeatedly said to the disciples, "Peace be on you."  We live in a society where everyone has learned to be wordy and oratory has virtually lost its meaning.  It was not always this way and indeed was not intended to be this way from the beginning.  Words can and should be powerful and influential things.  For an apostle to invoke the peace of God upon a church, based upon the grace that is given us in Christ, had a very beneficial effect.  It rejoiced he hearts of the saints, calmed people down in terms of competitiveness and concern about the relationship that the church had to God, and encouraged them to apply themselves with diligence to the Mission of the Church knowing that God was with them and that by His grace they could not and would not fail.
There is a very real aspect of this blessing which is often missed by those who read the Bible.  Jesus left this earth and ascended back into heaven to sit down at the right hand of the Father.  He left men in charge of the Church to see to Her fortunes and provide Her with instruction and disciplines.  St. Paul is bringing a message to the Church in Ephesus from God that Father and from Jesus Christ our Lord and King.  "The Father and the Son have asked me to convey their peace, there mercy, and there grace to you in this church," the Apostle says.  This is as real as me going to see my brothers and sisters and telling them, "Mom and dad said to say hello and to convey to you their love."  Those kinds of sentiments mean something to people, or in any case they should; and when they come from God the Father and His Son Jesus Christ nothing could be more meaningful or encouraging.
St. Paul wants to talk about this great God and Father who is sending is mercy, grace, and peace to this church:

1:3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places in Christ:
The Apostle underscores to the Church at Ephesus that he is not just indulging in salutations or sayings.  The blessings of God are real and they are great in scope and in power.  God has blessed us with all spiritual blessings.  Not only is that true but the Apostle also wants the Ephesians to know that these blessings are in the heavenlies.  This focuses attention on the fact that the Church is the Kingdom.  It is that very Kingdom that which Jesus told Pilate would be in this world but not of it.  We have already been adopted into the family of God.  We already have eternal life forever in the sense of justification and the opportunity to lay hold on that eternal life daily in our actions through sanctification.  The blessings that God has given us are not primarily on this earth.  It is true that God makes sure we have food for the table, clothes for our back, and shelter over our heads.  He is  He gives us the things that we need to get by in life.  But God is also aware that this life is temporary, this world is under condemnation, the day is soon coming when it is will not exist anymore, and we will be eternally gone from here to our home in the New Creation.  It is there that these abundant blessings of God apply.  This focuses attention on the fact that we have the opportunity to save our lives from the death that would otherwise claim them because of Adam's curse and immortalize them through obedience to Christ.  We can lay up treasures in Heaven that will never be lost; and in at least one important sense those treasures in heaven and the saving of our lives is the same concept.  These blessings will be ours and this great program that God has for us will succeed because God has blessed us with all spiritual blessings in the heavenlies and.  The Cross of Christ and the Resurrection have assured us that we can live in such a way that we receive those blessings now and that we will see the end result of them in the future.  The end of the sixth chapter of Hebrews tells us that Christ the forerunner has already entered into the presence of God for us and received that glorious and eternal reward for His years in this earth.  That fact, according to the Scriptures, assures that it will also be true of us.
1:4 According as he hath chosen us in him before the foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before him in love:
The blessings about which St. Paul tells the Church at Ephesus, and by extension all Christians in the history of the Church, cannot fail to be ours because this is a choice that God Himself has made for His Kingdom and His family.  He made this decision before the world was a reformed and he did because it pleased him to do so.  We will live forever with God in eternity in joy and bliss and perfect righteousness because God has willed it to be so.  Our personal responsibilities and the faith notwithstanding, this has nothing to do with what we want or what we have done.  It is altogether God's operation, God's pleasure and God will.
1:5 Having predestinated us unto the adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the good pleasure of his will,

1:6 To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved.
God has prearranged a destiny for us so that we will be adopted into His family as children.  This is the way He wanted it.  This is what pleased Him.  He did it because He wanted to and He did it because he can.  And what did He predestinate us to?  It is this bringing together of a family that will be with Him in love throughout our years of the Church in this earth, and the eternity to follow.  This predestined plan results in the praises of the glory of His grace to us; the grace that has made us accepted in the beloved.  We should perhaps take careful note of what this verse six is telling us.  The praise is not to God's will and we will look at the center human adoption now; the praise is to the glory of God's grace.  Grace is the gracious means but it is the glorious goodness, love, desire, and ability of God against the praise.
Adoption

We will look into the matter of adoption for a bit because it is a much misunderstood and misapplied doctrine.  The word adoption XE "adoption"  is an interesting one.  In our society it has taken on shades of meaning that are not the same as the way the Bible uses the word.  Today it means you are not a legitimate child, but you were adopted.  But that is not the biblical usage XE "age" .  The Greek XE "Greek"  word is huiothesia (-hwee-oth-es-ee’-ah).  It means to be placed in the family as a child.  It is a combination word; it comes from the word huios which means a son, and the word, tithemi that means to be conceived, to be settled down in, to be knelt down before, to lie down and sleep.  In other words, it means to be completely at home in, to be totally secure in, to be settled down in, to be born into.  We are given the position of the son: “Now are we the sons of God” (I John 3:2).  That is what the word adoption means as used in the Greek.  It is not what it means in English XE "English"  today, and it never had that meaning.  So if you are going to understand its use here, you are going to have to take the Greek, not the English usage.  The persistent reference to the English meaning can only confuse and mislead.  This word in the Greek almost means the complete opposite of that which we find in our English dictionaries.  It means to be born into the family as a result of having been sired by The Parent who is God.  That is what is being projected here.  You are born into the family of God.  You are settled down into God's house.  You are firm in this thing.  God is not telling you things to frighten you and make you feel insecure.  Out of love He is saying, “Come to me, my child and sit here on my lap and we will talk about your life.  Let me explain to you some of the things I can do to help.”
Why then does the Bible say “Adoption?”  

Why, then, is the word adoption XE "adoption"  used?  Why not say that we are born to God?  Adoption is used because the point here is that we were not the born children of God originally and eternally as Christ was.  At some later date we were brought into His family.  Eve XE "Eve" n so, we were brought into the family of God through the process of death XE "death"  and new birth, and not the modern and humanistic process of adoption.  The purpose here is to get us to focus on the fact that we have been fully received and accepted as sons and to experience the joy and thanksgiving that comes with that realization.  
God Had to Do This and He Did Because He Wanted To

We must not fail to understand what this is saying.  The Old Covenant proved that man was not acceptable to God and could not be acceptable to God on the basis of his works or his ability to obey God's law.  God has abandoned that program and brought on the program of Grace through Christ that has made us accepted.  We are accepted in His beloved family because of Jesus Christ.  We are accepted in His beloved family because of His good will and pleasure.  We are accepted in his family because God has the ability through Christ and the Cross to make us acceptable wherein we were not acceptable without his Grace.
