Chapter Three

We were not accepted under the Old Covenant because we were sinners and our souls had been lost to the bondage of sin.  But Jesus did something about that:

1:7 In whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of his grace.
We are redeemed, our souls have been bought back from the evil shops of pawn where ancient parents hocked us so long ago, because the blood of Christ has paid the price and rescued us.  It is true that man must hear this Gospel, repent, and accept it; but that is not the focus that we have here.  The emphasis of the moment is not on human responsibility but on the sovereignty and goodness of God.  We have the forgiveness of sins and redemption through his blood according to the riches of His grace.  The emphasis that the Apostle is making here is the grace of God, the goodness of God, the love of God, and the fact that this has happened because God wanted it to happen.
Through His Blood

In verse seven we are told that we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins, and the richness of God's grace through His blood.  Romans 3:25 tells us that the propitiation that we have received from God is through faith in His blood.  What is the Bible saying when it tells us that redemption is through His blood and propitiation is through faith in His blood?  We all love to sing the songs about the blood of Christ and talk about the Scriptures that without the shedding of blood there is no remission of sins; but sometimes we do not look as deeply as we should into these great biblical truths.  What does it mean: "faith and His blood?"


I am going to tell you what this means and I hope to listen carefully because this is a very essential point of truth concerning the meaning of the Gospel.  It means that when Christ died on the Cross, voluntarily gave up His life and shed His blood for us, that God accepted the shed blood of Jesus Christ as complete and total satisfaction for the issue of sin.  All that has to do with man and God, the wickedness of the past, the depravity of our lives before we became Christians and the future of bliss with God was made possible because sin was completely taken care of by the shedding of the blood.  God accepted that shed blood of Jesus Christ as total satisfaction.  That is what it means to have faith in his blood.  We believe that the blood of Christ paid it all.

By Man Came the Resurrection from the Dead

Much more was involved in the salvation that Christ provided for us then just one day on the Cross, important, wonderful, and terrible though it was.  For what we are thinking at the moment, I Corinthians 15:20-22 puts it into perspective for us:
But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them that slept.  For since by man came death, by man came also the resurrection of the dead.  For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.
Simply put, God is a just God and in one important sense man got himself into this mess by disobeying God and man was going to have to get himself out of it.  Obviously that is not all there is to say about the Great Salvation but the point here is that it is one of the things to say and, the importance of the other things notwithstanding, it is true.  One of the operations of God was that Jesus the son had to come down into this world as a man, live a life of obedience to the Law of God and please him perfectly, stand in our place in judgment, bear the wrath of God against sinners, and go into hell the place of the damned because that is what we deserved; and then provide the power and the means of man resurrecting from the dead to eternal life.  Jesus did all of those things and all of them were necessary; but do not lose sight of this great truth—now or ever.  It was the shed blood of Jesus Christ that brought it all together and made it all acceptable to God the Father.  All of this was done because it pleased God the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost.
1:8 Wherein he hath abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence;
Intellectual Power

But God has not been satisfied with making all of these things for us and activating them.  He wants to share in the understanding of His wisdom on behalf of the Church.  He wants us to know what He has done, why He has done it, and how He has done it.  In order to bring this about God has made His mercy and grace abundant toward us in the matter of wisdom and prudence.

Prudence

Prudence is the Greek word fron’-ay-sis and it means mental action or activity, i.e. intellectual or moral insight.  In the tendency of historic Christianity to sometimes take the letter instead of the spirit of truth it has often been argued that the truth of the Bible is anti-intellectual.  This is simply not true.  The book of Colossians tells us that in Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.  In this very chapter the Apostle praises the goodness of God because He will give us understanding so that we can see deep and marvelous things.  In the Scriptures there is all of the knowledge and information to put the brightest mind to its fullest extent—and far more, at least in this life.  In order to be able to do that in the New Creation in Christ God has abounded to us in all intellectual power.  And so from God we have the wisdom to understand what these things mean and the intellectual power to examine them exhaustively.  The Bible is not anti-intellectual; the Bible is anti-worldly wisdom.  There is no ability in the natural mind, St. Paul told the Greek philosophers in I Corinthians 2, to understand the things of God.  Their wisdom emanates from and exists in a different realm; and no matter how intellectually talented a natural man may be he has no standing and no abilities in the Supralapsarian and immortal things of infinity and eternity.  But God has seen to it that the Church is able to function mentally in that realm with the tools are necessary to open and examine these great divine truths.  That is part of the glory and the grace that God has given to His Church about which the Apostle is so exuberant in this chapter.
1:9 Having made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:
With the wisdom of God and the intellectual tools that He has given us to examine it we can discover what has motivated Him.  God wants this to be so.  It pleases Him when His children search the Scriptures and understand what they are reading.  It delights God when we are able to see beyond the religion of the natural mind and understand the mysteries of the will of God.
1:10 That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which are on earth; even in him.

There is virtually no end to the things we can say about the mysteries of God, His will, what He has done in the creation, what He has done through Christ in human history, and what He has planned for us in the future.  Even so, in this particular instance the Apostle wants to focus in on one specific thing; the mysteries of the will of God that we are able to examine by the wisdom and intellectual power that He is given us reveal to us His plan.  God has been working in human history since the Garden of Eden to bring about the right time and circumstances where He can send Christ into this earth and, by the Cross and the Resurrection, began to gather together a family for eternity.  This family will come not only from this earth but "things which are in Heaven."  I confess that I do not understand much about what God is doing through Christ in Heaven in the sense that it refers to heavenly beings who are not men and have never been on this earth (if in fact that is what it is referring to); but I rejoice in the knowledge that this great, universal plan of God is being worked out and that the mission and ministry of Christ is the central reality to it all.  There is a great, eternal kingdom—a marvelous infinite and eternal world that God in His power and wisdom is putting together during this last dispensation of time and He will reveal it to us at the end of the world when Christ returns.  Not everything there is to know is told us about that program, and certainly not all of the things that we can know from the Scriptures are included in this chapter; but the point the Apostle wants to get out—that is directing attention to God's glory and His grace, His goodness, and His will for us—is that He has given us an inheritance in that magnificent Kingdom
1:11 In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will:
Have you ever seen it on television, or heard it on the radio, or read about it in the newspaper were some fabulously wealthy person has died and they are reading the will to see who all will get the cars, the lands, the mansions, the jet planes, and the billions in the bank?  Few of us have ever been in that position and perhaps if we understand the true meaning of life we do not care, feeling that maybe it is a good thing we have not been.  Even so, that imaginary scene calls to our minds the thought of people obtaining great inheritances.  Here the apostle tells us that God has given us an inheritance, the comparison to which all inheritances of this earth are nothing but drops in a bucket, and that He has done this all in Christ, because it pleased Him, and He has worked it out according to the counsels of His own will, or in a less old-fashioned term, by His own program.

1:12 That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in Christ.
God's purpose in doing this is so that we can share in His glory and individually be a trophy, a manifestation, a demonstration of His greatness, goodness, and grace.  All of this is ours because there came a time in our lives when we repented and put our trust in Jesus Christ and His sacrifice for us on the Cross.

In verse 12 the Apostle is speaking generically of those who will share in that glory because they first trusted in Christ.  Now he gets personal and specific with the Ephesians:
1:13 In whom ye also trusted, after that ye heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation: in whom also after that ye believed, ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise.

The marvelous revelations of God's grace, glory, goodness, generosity, and personal desire on behalf of His church come fast and furiously in this first chapter of Ephesians.  Here the Apostle brings in another truth which is unsurpassed in terms of his comfort, joy, and assurance to the Christian Church.  When we heard the Gospel and we accepted it we were sealed by the Holy Spirit of promise.  In the old days when a King sealed something no one but that king or one of his emissaries could open it.  What we are being told here is that God has sealed us with his seal.  No one can remove that seal.
1:14 Which is the earnest of our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, unto the praise of his glory.
The seal is the Holy Ghost which is being given to us at conversion.  This is an earnest, or in other words an assurance that when Christ returns there is a transaction.  The giving of the Holy Ghost is a declaration on the part of Almighty God that we have an inheritance that we are going to see and enjoy forever when He returns.  He has already purchased us and we are His but there will be a day when He will come back and gathers up and take us home to be with Him.  In the meanwhile, no understanding Christian will ever suffer a moment's doubt or worry about his inheritance because it is put in trust and secured by the seal of God.
To The Praise of his Glory  

What did we do to encourage God to do this; and is there anything that we can do that will cause Him to change His mind?  The answer is that we did nothing to get God to do it; He did it as an operation that would shed light upon, and give praise to the great and marvelous glory of God.  In order for that purchased and sealed transaction to be reversed God would have to change His mind about doing something that was altogether His own decision to do because of who He is.  Unlike the Old Testament, this New Covenant of Promise was never conditional and did not involve our participation from the beginning.  Inasmuch as God is unchanging and unchangeable we do not have to worry about that happening.

