Chapter Four
It would appear, from what the Apostle says here, that he had never been to the church in Ephesus.  Even so, it was a church of Asia Minor on the Anatolian Peninsula where the he had funded churches over which St. Paul had Apostleship.  Some question as arisen in church history as to whether or not Paul was the only apostle involved with the church at Ephesus.  Some see clear indications that St. John was also much involved.  I am not sure that that controversy can be resolved by me and I will only say that if St. John was involved it was probably earlier than this letter and may be it was a situation where different apostles had the oversight of the church at different times.  I really do not have much on that.  It is clear that St. Paul acknowledges these people as his responsibility at the time this letter was written; and he approaches them from that position:
1:15 Wherefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus, and love unto all the saints,

1:16 Cease not to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers.
It is standard practice for Christian leaders to talk of praying for churches and four rather in distant places.  When we hear about any needs more problems one of the first things we do is to call for prayer on their behalf.  As I have contemplated this it is often occurred to me to wonder how much of this is standard religious oratorical boilerplate and how much of it is reality.  I must confess that in my own life and ministry or the past 50 years my prayers for churches and brotherhoods outside my own involvement, even those with which I have had participation in the past, would not make the greatest example for Christian people to follow.  But in this instance we do not have to wonder about it because this is inspired Scripture.  I am humbled and challenged by the fact that St. Paul prayed more or less constantly for these people in Ephesus even though he had apparently never been there and never seen the faces of any of them.

What he asked God to do for them?  Well, I am sure the that not everything that was included in the apostles prayers for the church at Ephesus is stated in this letter but there is one thing here that he specifically wished focused on and so we can discuss that:

1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of him:
The Apostle appeals to the God of our or Jesus Christ and the father of our Jesus Christ.  What does that do to our concept of the holy Trinity and are believe that Jesus in one sense was the father?  It doesn't do anything to it of course if we are historic Orthodox Christian thinkers.  We will not hear, or in any other place, rationally pit the three persons of God against the one person of God.  We are not interested in looking into that issue at all.  What we want to focus on here is that the apostle is asking the father of our Lord Jesus Christ and the God of our Jesus Christ to grant the Ephesians the spirit of both wisdom and revelation and to do it in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.  One thing we do know for certain is that any knowledge we have of God, or any involvement that we have with God, channels through our Lord Jesus Christ.  If we are going to know God and the Ministry of his will it is going to be through the wisdom and the revelations that the Holy Ghost gives us about the person of Jesus Christ.  That is the point that the apostle is making in this verse.  In that same vein of thinking a proceeds:
1:18 The eyes of your understanding being enlightened; 
The first thing we need is for the eyes of our understanding to not only be opened but filled with light.  This is the light of Christ, and the light of the truth.  It has nothing to do with light and the natural round be it religious or intellectual.  The apostle has talked at length on this subject already in I Corinthians 2:

But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory: which none of the princes of this world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory.

 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.  But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
In the church the prophets preachers and teachers speak the wisdom of God and that reveals the hidden mysteries.  These are things that God had planned from before to our glory through the great men of this world did not know these things.  If they had truly known it they would never have crucified the Lord of glory but even though he told them that was who he was and the prophets and revealed to them that that was who he was if they had listened to their own religious writings they still do not know it.

That is because the hidden wisdom of God toward us from before the world was created cannot be seen by the eyes, heard by the years, or thought upon by the mind.  In a natural round if the eyes cannot see it, the ears cannot hear it, and the mind to think about it, it does not exist.  That is why the natural man cannot know the hidden wisdom of God.  He does not have the spiritual, philosophical, and intellectual tools to understand it.  But that is not the case with us.  God has revealed these things to us by the Holy Spirit who knows everything that is able to search out and explained to us the deepest and most elusive things of God.
Why is it that Christian people can do this when other people cannot?  Well, the Apostle has just told us it is because they do not have the capacity to do it and we do that the Apostle goes on to enlarge upon this so that we can understand it more fully:
For what man knoweth the things of a man, save the spirit of man which is in him? even so the things of God knoweth no man, but the Spirit of God.  
You can look it may and wonder what I am thinking but you can never really know.  The same is true in my case trying to know what you are thinking.  Sad as it is to have to admit, I have found myself in the pulpit talking about one thing while I am thinking about another (that has not happened often to me, I want to hasten to declare but it has on occasion).  That's it appears that you do not really know what a man is thinking when you hear what he is saying.  What he is saying may not be what he is think.  While we only get lost on that rabbit trail; the point is that you know what you are thinking and I know what I am thinking.  My spirit knows my mind and your spirit knows your mind.  In that same way only the spirit of God knows the mind of God.  No man, irrespective of how perceptive and insightful he may be, can look at God and know what he is thinking unless God reveals it to.  God declared this to be true himself in Isaiah 55:8, 9:

For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD.  For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts.

God is transcendental in the Orthodox sense.  He cannot be known by man, whether that effort the religious, scientific, rational, philosophical, or expert or mantle.  God can only be known as he is revealed to us through Jesus Christ.  In Christ can only be known as users real to us by the Holy Ghost.  Thus the apostle proceeds on to say:
Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is of God; that we might know the things that are freely given to us of God.  
God has given us his Spirit so that we can know these marvelous things that Paul is telling the Ephesians that God has done for us because he wanted to; things that are trophies to his kindness, his glory, his grace, and his desire for his family.  These things are freely given to us; God wants us to know them.
Which things also we speak, not in the words which man’s wisdom teacheth, but which the Holy Ghost teacheth; comparing spiritual things with spiritual.
Those in the church to understand the relationship of faith and grace to the mind of God through the Holy Ghost speak these great and marvelous truths to the Church.  But unlike the trend of intellectualism in Age of Reasoned theology which has invaded the church since the enlightenment, we do not speak or teach these things the way man teach wisdom.  We do not use the devices of men to acquaint people with the wisdom of God.  We do not compare spiritual things with natural things in order to unlock their ministries in the minds of Christian people.  This does not work instead of elevating natural things to a divine level we drag divine things down to a natural level and completely obscure them as to their meaning and value from the minds of the church.  Instead we compare spiritual things with spiritual.  The wisdom of God must be taught with the intellectual tools that God has given to us in abounding tortoise in all wisdom and prudence.  There is nothing in the realm of God, his plan for man, his great salvation, Jesus Christ his son, and the working of the Holy Ghost in our lives, that is available to the world of Adam; positively nothing at all.  For that reason the apostle says:

But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God: for they are foolishness unto him: neither can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.  
The natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God because to him it is a bunch of silly, meaningless, religious nonsense.  He cannot understand what the things of God are all about because they are only discerned by the Holy Ghost who knows the mind of God and the natural man does not possess the Holy Ghost.  Without the spirit of God he has no chance of understanding anything about the mind of God.

Happily that is not the case with the faithful and believing among God's people:
But he that is spiritual judgeth all things, yet he himself is judged of

no man.  For who hath known the mind of the Lord, that he may instruct him? But we have the mind of Christ.

Spiritually minded man is able to understand all things.  Because his intellectual pursuits and values are in the realms of God is not understood by the great minds of this world.  None of the great minds of this world have known the mind of the Lord and none of them are able to give the Lord advice.  The spiritually minded man is not able to give the Lord advice either but he is in a position to understand God for the simple reason that he, through the Holy Ghost, possesses the mind of Christ.


It is in this sense that the apostle can speak about it is being opened and our minds being enlightened.  Because our minds can be enlightenment, and that is what St. Paul is praying to God for the Ephesians to experience, he can give them further counsel:
that ye may know what is the hope of his calling, and what the riches of the glory of his inheritance in the saints.
God wants us to know, and St. Paul wants us to know the hope of God's calling on our lives.  We have often talked about the biblical use of the word hope; it does not mean hope in the sense of doubt (" we hope that it will happen but we are not sure") but hope in the sense of anticipation.  It is something that we have not seen yet but we will see it.  In this case it includes the concept of living by faith and anticipating what that will look like in the day of Christ would reduce it.  In addition to the hope of are calling it is important to understand the riches of God's glory with respect to the inheritance that he has given to the saints.  We might say that it would be good to know what this is but we really don't need to know because one day we will see it whether we understand it or not.  That is not altogether true and that is why this understanding of this rich inheritance is important.  The inheritance is something that we claim or sanctified living.  The inheritance is not the product of our justification and our position in God's family.  That is already eternally taking care of.  The inheritance has to do with what we can earn in terms of eternal rewards in this life through faithful Christian living.  Contrary to what you sometimes hear, faithful living in order to earn eternal rewards in the future is not a carnal pursuit; it is a God inspired and God instructed understanding and pursuit.  God wants us to know what is a state and he wants us to know what a marvelous and wonderful thing we can make of our lives if we live them for his kingdom and glory.  In this letter, and throughout the New Testament this great inheritance is discussed.  In this particular instance the Apostle is not talking about our going out and obtaining this inheritance but rather our understanding of the goodness, the love, the mercy, the honor, and the glory that God has bestowed upon us by making this wonderful inheritance available to us.  This inheritance not only includes riches beyond our ability to comprehend but it also involves glory.  Die in for Christ and living lives in the kingdom of God and the present time will result in riches and glory that beggars anything this world knows.  The apostle once the Ephesians to understand this, and my brothers and sisters I want us to understand too.

And there is more; there is almost a tendency to say it gets greater as it goes along and I do not know that anything is greater than the riches and the glory of the inheritance in the saints but there is an acceleration here which is thrilling:
1:19 And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power,

1:20 Which he wrought in Christ, when he raised him from the dead, and set him at his own right hand in the heavenly places,

1:21 Far above all principality, and power, and might, and dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this world, but also in that which is to come:
The Apostle wants the Ephesians to understand the greatness of the power of God toward his children who walk in faith.  In order to keep this from being a rhetorical religious statement the apostle adds to it blinking lights that can only be ignored by the dullest dispersal minds.  This is the power which God employed when he raised Christ from the dead and set him at his own right hand on the throne in Heaven where He is today.  Think about this now.  Christ was in the grave, killed by his religious enemies.  He dissented into hell the place of the damned according to the second chapter of Acts.  But the great power of God reached down there and took him out of that grave at out of that hell, a solid into heaven, shrouded him with the greatest of glory were no one is above them, and set him on the throne of Almighty God.  The apostle goes on to talk about the great power that the Father unleashed on behalf of Jesus Christ our Lord:

1:22 And hath put all things under his feet, and gave him to be the head over all things to the church,

1:23 Which is his body, the fulness of him that filleth all in all.
Christ suffered as a man in this world.  He was belittle, ridiculed, scorn and, ignored, accused of blasphemy and the most any us of spiritual crimes, and finally framed and murdered.  But where is he now?  And where will throughout all eternity?

Christ is the head over everything.  The father has put all things under His feet.  Specifically, and what should be to our great joy and delight, Christ is Head over the Church.  Let's rephrase that so that we get it all in view he is head over all things to the church.  The church is his body and it is his plan to invest his fullness in his body which is the church individually and corporately.
