Chapter Thirteen

2:20 Wherefore if ye be dead with Christ from the rudiments of the world, why, as though living in the world, are ye subject to ordinances,

2:21 (Touch not; taste not; handle not;

2:22 Which all are to perish with the using;) after the commandments and doctrines of men?

2:23 Which things have indeed a shew of wisdom in will worship, and humility, and neglecting of the body: not in any honor to the satisfying of the flesh.

If we have been taught the truth of the Gospel, if we know that we have died with Christ and have been resurrected with Him, if we know and believe the Scriptures that tell us that Christ has taken these ordinances out of the way by nailing them to His Cross, then why are some in the Church continuing to be taken in by these false religious legalists who argue that this is how Christians should live?  
"You should not touch this, you should not taste that, and you should not handle the other thing."

All of those are dead and passing things and any meaning that they might have once had to the natural man is gone as soon as the ceremony is over, everyone has left the building, and the lights are out.  They are not living things.  They do not go home with you, causing you to rejoice, giving you fellowship with Christ, and giving you direction for your days and years.  These are not the instructions of the Holy Scriptures but the commandments and doctrines of false religious men that turn from the truth.  Yes there is a certain outward religious show in all of this.  Certainly on the natural level some men show great willpower in disciplining themselves to do these things.  There are dedicated individuals who neglect the body because they will not allow its appetites and desires to rule over them.  These religious works may be satisfying to the flesh but they bring no life to the person who does them and they bring no honor God.  The body is of Christ.  All of the meaning of the Old Testament symbols was fulfilled in Christ.  Christ took them all away by the Cross because they no longer had any use.  In Him and Him alone the child of God is complete and finds his fulfillment.  You have been set free into the divinely pure air of the New Creation, the family of the New and Last Adam, a body indwelt by the mind of Christ, and the challenges of the Kingdom that afford you an opportunity to use your own initiative and determine what you want to build.  For the Love of God and of Truth, dear Christian friends, do not throw all that away and return to the weak and beggarly elements from which you have been delivered, putting yourself back in the bondage from which Christ died to set you free!
