Harmony of the Gospels

Program #403

The time of the Ascension is at hand and Jesus is giving the disciples last-minute instructions.  He tells him about the coming change from the reformation efforts of the baptism of John to the transformational program of the baptism of the Holy Ghost that would take men out of the family of Adam and put them in to the family of Christ.  Clearly there is a contrast and a change: "Not the baptism of water...but the baptism of the Holy Ghost."

1:5 For John truly baptized with water; but ye shall be baptized with the Holy Ghost not many days hence.

These Jewish disciples are getting excited again about the coming Kingdom and their roles in it.  They are curious to know if Jesus is going to kick out the Romans and restore the Kingdom to Israel at Pentecost.  Jesus knows several things that dictate His answer.

First of all there is something about the coming Kingdom that has to do with Israel and Judah.  And there are two things in that regard.  A remnant of natural Israel will be saved by election through the Gospel of Grace (cf. Romans 11:1-10).  That is a reference to the sovereignty of God but it is nevertheless a biblical truth.  The other is that the greater meaning of Israel and Judah in the Old Testament, as it comes out in Romans 9, 10, and 11; Ephesians 2-4; the whole Book of Galatians and specifically chapter 6; and the Book of Hebrews, is that the True Israel is Christ, and the Children of this True Israel are the Children of Promise, born again through faith in Jesus Christ by being baptized by the Holy Ghost into Christ.  That is spelled out in plain language and Galatians 3:23 to the end of that chapter.

And then Jesus knows that there is no way the disciples are going to understand, and it may even be discouraging to them, until after the Holy Ghost has come and inhabited their minds and spirits.  From that point on beginning, with Peter's discourse in the Second Chapter of Acts, there is no indication anywhere in the New Testament letters that any of the disciples ever made that mistake again.  All of them understood perfectly that the spiritual children of Israel were the Church and that life in the Kingdom of God was comprehended in sanctification which, according to Acts 14:22, II Tim. 2:12, and I Peter 4:1,2 among others, could only be realized through taking up the Cross and sharing in the sufferings of Christ.  Therefore Jesus answers their question by avoiding them on it:


1:6 When they therefore were come together, they asked of him, saying, Lord, wilt thou at this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?

Had the disciples understood what Jesus was doing with the Nation of Israel and the city of Jerusalem in the four days before Passover they never would have asked this question, but they did not. 

1:7 And he said unto them, It is not for you to know the times or the seasons, which the Father hath put in his own power.
There are things in God's sovereign program that do not apply to His discussion of the moment with them and they are not to concern themselves about it at this time.  But there is something about the Kingdom of God that they are to be concerned about, and in fact and indeed it is the very Kingdom of God about which He has been talking to them.  

1:8 But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and unto the uttermost part of the earth.

That is the Kingdom of God, and the works of the Kingdom of God, that have been planned from eternity before the world was.  It is that concept of the Kingdom of God in this earth that the disciples are to be concerned about in the New Covenant era from Pentecost on.


In Luke 24:50, 51 we apostle gives us his version of the ascension:

24:50 And he led them out as far as to Bethany, and he lifted up his hands, and blessed them.

Jesus leads His disciples to the Mount of Olives their Bethany.  There is meaningful symbolism and prophetic witness here.  His leaving will trigger the coming to the Church of the Holy Ghost.  The Holy Ghost is symbolized by the olive oil that is used for healing and for fuel for the lamps.  That is the Testimony of the Mount of Olives standing on the east before and above Jerusalem.  I want to give you just a little bit on the Mount of Olives, the Oil for the Lamps of the Church, the Spirit of God and the Witness, and the Mount of Olives.  This is an involved study in itself that we cannot go into here in any depth but we should touch on it before finishing this book because it tells us why Christ went back to Bethany and the Mount of Olives to ascend so the Holy Spirit could come to us.

The Transfer of the Kingdom from Natural Israel to the Church
In Matthew 21:43 Jesus took the Kingdom from Israel and gave it to the Church.  In Matthew 23:38 He made the House of Israel desolate as Daniel had said that He would do when He came.  From Pentecost to the rapture—the whole era of the Church—the Gentiles shall tread the holy city unde  rfoot.  What does that mean?  It means that this is the time of which Jesus forewarned.  The Kingdomxe "Kingdom" was to be taken from Israel and given to others.  Jesus lamented over Jerusalemxe "Jerusalem": “thou that stonesxe "stones"t the prophetsxe "prophets" and killest the saints,” He said, “How often would I have gathered you as a hen gathers her little chickens unde  r her wings, but you did not want that.  Therefore, I say unto you, your house is left unto you de  solate.”  Daniel said a time would come when the Prince, because of the overspreading of the abominations of the house of Israel, would make their house de  solate.  This historic event would cause the sacrificexe "sacrifice" and the oblation to cease.  This would not be done by the enemies of Israel, past or present, or future, but by the King of the Jews.  The sacrifice, the offeringxe "offering", does not exist in the templexe "temple" as a legitimate function promoted by God anymore.  This not because Antiochus or Titus or somebody else de  stroyed the temple and the Jews have not had a chance to rebuild it yet.  That has nothing to do with it.  There is no more sacrifice and offering because God took away its mandate and its license when He cancelled the Old Testament.  In the place where the natural people of God once stood the Church of the New Covenant stands and walk.  Throughout this entire period of time—1,260 days, 42 months, times, time and half a time, three and a half years, the last half of the week—this treading down of the holy city of the Old Testament goes on.  Its measure has been taken.  Its days have come and gone.  It is, as Ezekiel prophesied, a de  solation and a habitation for screech owls, foxes, and rats.  

Who has Taken Israel’s Place?

But who are these that are doing this?  Perhaps the term the Nations or the Gentiles does not represent the Church at all.  
The Nations or the Gentiles are in contrast to the Nation and do represent the Church, but the angel further ide  ntifies them as the two olive trees and the two candlesxe "candles"ticks standing before the God of the earth.  In the fourth chapter of Zechariah, the angel woke the prophet out of his sleep and asked him, “what do you see, Zechariah?”  Zechariah said that he saw a goldxe "gold"e  n candlestick and a bowxe "bow"l.  Then he said that he saw “…two olive trees by it, one upon the right side   of the bowl, and the other upon the left side   thereof.”  In verse 11 Zechariah asked the angel: “What are these two olive trees upon the right side   of the candlestick and upon the left side   thereof?”  
The angel answered: “These are the two anointed ones.”  The marginal reading says that these are the two sons of oil.  Is the marginal reading better than the main reading?  No, not necessarily.  But it gives an interesting insight into what they are.  The sons of oil—the anointed ones(are Christ and His Church.  They “…are the two anointed ones that stand by the Lord of the whole earth.”  

In chapter 4 and verse 6 the angel said to Zechariah: “…This is the word of the LORD unto Zerubbabel.”  Zerubbabel is a type of Christ.  He was the one who came back and, by the commandment of the king, was given permission to rebuild the templexe "temple".  The Hebrew word Zerubbabel means to be exuberant in growth and to put out many leaves and much foliage.  The Olive Tree, like the Mount of Olives itself, spoke of The Holyxe "Holy" Ghost and the fuel for the firexe "fire" of the lamps and the altar,xe "altar" and of Christ who would come and make the provision for that oil of the Spirit to be brought into the temple of God in this world, which is the Church.  As such, this became one of the many Messianic passages representing the coming of Christ and the establishment of the New Covenant and the Church.  It also spoke of the Dispensation of the Spirit when Christ would leave this earth from Mount of Olives.  Gethsemane means the Oil Press.  His crushing and bruising produced the Oil of the Spirit for the Church.  This, said the angel, is the word of the Lord and Zerubbabel, saying not by might, nor by power, but by my Spirit sayeth the Lord.”  It is Christ and His Church—the Gospel witness in this world.  

Zechariah’s two olive trees appear as the two candlesxe "candles"ticks shedding the lightxe "light", receiving the oil from the central candlestick which in turn receives it from the olive trees.  It has to do with the Spirit of God—“not by might, not by power, but by My Spirit.”  The witness of Christ goes out into the world by the power of the Holyxe "Holy" Spirit.  The Holy Ghost flowed down to the New Jerusalem (which is above which is the mother of us all) from the Mount of Olives in biblical type, from which Christ ascended.  That frivolously short treatment of this vital subject will nonetheless give some context and meaning to why Christ had to ascend from the Mount of Olives.
From Where to Bethany?
Where they started from in this verse is not clear.  It may have been from Galilee.  Perhaps over the 27 days they had migrated much closer to Bethany and possibly down into Judea.  My understanding is that they are still in Galilee when verse 50 starts and Jesus leads them on a two or three day journey from the Galilean hills to Bethany; but I am not sure it is important whether or not we get that exactly right.


When they get to Bethany Jesus lifts up his hands to Heaven and pronounces His final earthly blessing upon His disciples.  In commenting on this I must confess that it is a warm, wisome, sentimental, and moving concept.  


24:51 And it came to pass, while he blessed them, he was parted from them, and carried up into heaven.

After the blessing was pronounced Jesus was separated from them and was carried to heaven.  People have been fascinated with what vehicle was used here, just exactly what this looked like, and what it means when it says He was parted and He was carried.  I must tell you that I do not know and when it comes to infinite and immortal things I have no desire to try to capture it with words that emanate from mind of one still in this world.  It means that Jesus went back to Heaven from whence He came.  Did He travel warp speed all the way through the universe to the outer boundary and beyond?  I do not think that is what He did at all.  I think that once Jesus left their sight all understandings of a natural kind are off.  Jesus is then outside of time and history in a realm that we know absolutely nothing about except what we are told.

St. Mark gives his version of the ascension in chapter 16, verse 19:

16:19 So then after the Lord had spoken unto them, he was received up into heaven, and sat on the right hand of God.

Here we are told that Jesus went straight to heaven and sat down at the right hand of God we understand of course these words from mortal hands do not adequately describe the heavenly scene will but what it does tell us is that Christ is in the place of intercession for us, in listing the father's favor and blessing on our behalf based upon the achievements of his cross and resurrection, and looking over his church would choose the living head.


In acts 1:9 Luke gives us his version of the ascension:

And when he had spoken these things, while they beheld, he was taken up; and a cloud received him out of their sight.

Here we are told that when He rose up above the earth a cloud received Him out of their sight.  We have studied a good deal about clouds in our biblical expositions and this would seem to be telling us that a host of angels came down to meet Him and they companied Him back to Heaven.  I believe that is what this is telling us; and that again we are dealing with interpretation here of accounts that are varied and someone nebulous.

In Acts 1:10, 11 the apostle gives this unique information that is not found elsewhere:


1:10 And while they looked stedfastly toward heaven as he went up, behold, two men stood by them in white apparel;


1:11 Which also said, Ye men of Galilee, why stand ye gazing up into heaven? this same Jesus, which is taken up from you into heaven, shall so come in like manner as ye have seen him go into heaven.

Apparently the disciples were transfixed and were just standing there gazing into the heavens, hardly able to believe what they had just seen, and probably feeling suddenly very alone.  During that time angels appeared to them and ask them, "Why are you standing around are looking of the heavens?  Jesus has told you that He will return from heaven and you will see that happen someday.  But in the meanwhile there is work to do."

Much has been made of the angel's statement that the same Jesus will return in like manner as you have seen Him go.  This has led to speculation, particularly by those who have Jesus coming back to this earth as a Jew and a man after the flesh, that Jesus will return in the same body with scars in his hands and feet; and everyone will recognize that He is the one they had crucified on the Cross because of the way He looks.  In response to that we wish to point out several things.


First of all the angels did not say that he would come back in the same body.  They said it would be the same Jesus and He would descend down out of heaven the same way He just went up.


Second, many of the people after the resurrection did not recognize Him because He appeared to them in different forms.  If He was not recognizable to His disciples after the resurrection while He was still on this earth what is the logic for arguing that He will be recognizable for everyone because of the way he looks, i.e. in his Jewish, flesh and blood body, when he comes back?


Thirdly, and most importantly of all, the Bible says that He will not come back in the same body that He left this earth in.  One such Scripture is a direct quotation that one has to work very hard to misunderstand.  In II Corinthians 5:15-17:

And that he died for all, that they which live should not henceforth live unto themselves, but unto him which died for them, and rose again.

Wherefore henceforth know we no man after the flesh: yea, though we have known Christ after the flesh, yet now henceforth know we him no more.

Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
In the New Creation we will never know Christ as a Jew and a man after the flesh again.  Listen to me and listen well!  Do not allow the traditions of men that turn from the truth to make a heretic and a blasphemer of you.  My friend Jesus is not coming back to this Earth as a man after the flesh.  These verses say plainly that the days of His flesh are a past thing that is gone forever and we will never know Him in that way again.  If you do not believe that you are misled and you do not believe the truth.

In I Corinthians 15:42-50:

So also is the resurrection of the dead. It is sown in corruption; it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory: it is sown in weakness; it

is raised in power: it is sown a natural body; it is raised a spiritual body. There is a

natural body, and there is a spiritual body.

And so it is written, The first man Adam was made a living soul; the last Adam was made a quickening spirit.  Howbeit that was not first which is spiritual, but that which is natural; and afterward that which is spiritual.

The first man is of the earth, earthy; the second man is the Lord from heaven.

As is the earthy, such are they also that are earthy: and as is the heavenly, such are they also that are heavenly.

And as we have born the image of the earthy, we shall also bear the image of the heavenly.

Now this I say, brethren, that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God; neither doth corruption inherit incorruption.
Christ did not have the body of a man after the flesh and a Jew when He was in Heaven before the Incarnation.  He got that body as a result of being born to Mary the seed of the Woman and the Son of Man.  He does not have the body of a Jew and a man after the flesh now as He sits on the throne with God.  He has a glorious body, the same kind of body that we will have in the resurrection when we are created physically and His image.  It will be a glorious, immortal, incorruptible body just like His is now.

In Philippians 3:20, 21 St. Paul ads weight to this understanding and position:

For our conversation is in heaven; from whence also we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ:

Who shall change our vile body, that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body,
 according to the working whereby he is able even to subdue all things unto himself.
When Christ comes back from heaven He will come in His glorified body and He will change our vile bodies into that same glorious image in which we will see Him when He returns.


There is no possibility in heaven, in earth, or under the earth, in the Scriptures or out of them, in the view of God or the holy angels, or those whose minds are enlightened by the Spirit, that Jesus will return to this earth as a man after the flesh and a Jew.  My friend it is simply not going to happen.


Acts 1:12 tells us that the Mount of Olives was the Ascension Mount:


1:12 Then returned they unto Jerusalem from the mount called Olivet, which is from Jerusalem a sabbath day’s journey.

Why does Luke use the phrase the mount called Olivet instead of the Mount of Olives?  I do not know for sure.  Perhaps it is because Luke was a Greek and the mountain called Olivet is a Greek rendition of the Mount of Olives.  Perhaps it was for some other reason, but of one thing you can be sure.  They were at Bethany and Jesus was on Olivet.  This is not another mountain; it is indeed the Mount of Olives.


St. Luke also has some things to say in the 24th chapter of his gospel, versus 52 and 53:

24:52 And they worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy:


24:53 And were continually in the temple, praising and blessing God. 


After worshiping Him and watching Him ascend into Heaven they returned to Jerusalem and now we are told they had great joy.  Apparently it has finally gotten across to them what is going on and that the Ascension of Christ into Heaven is the trigger for this powerful and exciting Kingdom of God that is coming at Pentecost in a few days.  Now they Jewish disciples, who only 30 days earlier were hiding in fear intrusive because of the Jews, are openly meeting in the Temple, being very vocal about the Resurrection and the Ascension and praising God with no effort being made to avoid the eyes and ears of the Jews.  Pentecost will bring dramatic changes but Jesus has already breathed on these people and told them to receive the Holy Ghost as an interim provision for exactly what is taking place now.  Ten days will not be a long time but it is enough time to get thoroughly defeated if you do not have the vision and the power; it is enough time to get to oar in the water and get some things accomplished if you have lost the fear of man and picked up on the fear and the joy of the Lord.


Again Luke ends his Aospel and with him we join in saying:

"Amen!"


Mark 16:20 says:

16:20 And they went forth, and preached every where, the Lord working with them, and confirming the word with signs following. 


Is this a jumping ahead to after Pentecost?  No it is not; it is talking about but 10 days between the ascension and Pentecost.  Where did the disciples get the power and the wisdom to do these things?  Remember the words of John 20:21-23:

Then said Jesus to them again, Peace be unto you: as my Father hath sent me, even so send I you.  And when he had said this, he breathed on them, and saith unto them, Receive ye the Holy Ghost: whose soever sins ye remit, they are remitted unto them; and whose soever sins ye retain, they are retained.

Pentecost is a few days away and the disciples need to begin functioning immediately after Jesus leaves this Earth.  For that reason Jesus has made a temporary provision for them until Pentecost comes.  This is not the first time that this has happened.  When Jesus sent the 70 out, He endued them with the Holy Spirit so that they could heal the sick and cast out devils.  That this is not the permanent program that God had in mind is evident to every Bible student.  But do not try to limit God and do not try to make rules for Him to follow.  Christ wanted these disciples to begin immediately to function with power and effectiveness after His ascension and so He gave them this temporary provision.  It was not the same as Pentecost, and the Holy Ghost came into the minds and spirits of people at Pentecost in a way that was not taking place here.  Even so this was a display of the power of the resurrected Christ and it launched the era after the Resurrection and the Ascension even though the era of the Church will have to wait for another 10 days.

And finally at the end of his Gospel we join we join St. Mark in saying:

"Amen!"
� Emphasis added.


� Emphasis added.





