Harmony of the Gospels

Program #283A

Jesus has left Capernaum, the place that has been His home and His headquarters during the great Galilean ministry, for the final time.  He is on His way through southern Galilee, all the way across Samaria from north to south, into Judea, and then to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles.  This will not be His final journey to Jerusalem.  Somewhere in the two-and-a-half to three month period He will leave Jerusalem to go east of the Jordan and evangelize in Perea.  On that mission, which will last about ten weeks, He will move up through Perea to the southern border of Decapolis.  He will not enter Decapolis, because He has already evangelized there, but will cross the Jordan into south eastern Galilee and then back down through eastern Samaria where He has not yet evangelized, a duty to which the prophets have committed the Christ.  He will not go far west of the Jordan but will work His way back down to Jericho and from there to Jerusalem.  It will be a swift journey but He has sent out advanced notice to prepare the people for His coming.  Thus it is not exactly accurate to say that He will never return to Galilee but it is true that He never returns to the Galilean ministry, never to Capernaum as His base of operations, and never to Nazareth the home of His youth.  We will talk more about that final evangelistic journey when we reach that point in the Scriptures.

Just now we are focusing on Jesus' journey to Jerusalem for the Feast of Tabernacles.  Jesus has already done a bit of evangelizing in Samaria, as you will not doubt remember with the woman at the well; and while He is now on His way to Jerusalem He does some evangelizing in central Samaria as we shall see.  Did He do enough to consider central and western Samaria sufficiently evangelized?  I am happy to leave that decision to the Great Evangelist.  He did what He did, and so obviously it was enough to fulfill His calling and His convictions.

How Much Time Lapsed from Capernaum to Jerusalem?


It takes some time for Jesus to make this journey from Capernaum to Jerusalem.  Just exactly how long is not clear to us, but the activities that we have already noted, along with those that we will see here in Chapter 10 of Luke, would tend to indicate some where in the one to two week range.  This is certainly not out of harmony with the early verses of the seventh chapter of John that tell us the feast of Tabernacles is near.  For a celebration of that importance in Israel it is fully consistent to take the position that if it was two weeks away it was near.
An Advanced Guard


Now we find Jesus preparing for the places that He will go.  Perhaps this includes places that He will stop before He gets to Jerusalem, but mainly it is for the evangelism that He will do when He leaves Jerusalem after the Feast of Dedication.  He makes those arrangements by ordaining an additional 70 disciples and sending them out to do advanced work and prepare the citizenry for the fact that Jesus will be coming along.  
Why 70 instead of 12?

A little earlier we took note of the fact that Jesus appointed the 12 as His spokesman and sent them out with special sign gifts in order to prepare the way.  Now Jesus appoints an additional 70 disciples and sends them with the same powers.  We read about that in verse 1 of Luke 10:


10:1 After these things the LORD appointed other seventy also, and sent them two and two before his face into every city and place, whither he himself would come.

Is there anything to be learned from the difference between the 12 in the 70?  The answer to that is that there are indeed things to be learned.  The first matter can be disposed of rather quickly.  Covering south-eastern Galilee, eastern Samaria, Judea, and Perea involved a much larger territory and a substantially bigger task than that on which He sent the 12.  In addition to that, time is now growing short and this work must be done quickly.  In order to evangelize all the remaining territory in the time that is left, He will not have the opportunity to round up crowds for which to minister.  They must know that He is coming.  And so that is the practical and logistical answer to the question.
70 vs. 12 in Prophetic Symbolism

But there is a larger and more important lesson to be learned here having to do with prophetic symbolism.  It is foretelling the changes that are taking place and, as always in the Scriptures, pointing to the ultimate program on earth and that is the emergence of Christ and the Church in the New Covenant.  I shall go into that a bit now.

The Biblical Use of Numbers as Symbols


The message that the Scriptures intended to convey to with respect to the contrast between the number 70 and the number 12 had to do with the use of numbers as symbols in the Bible.  Unfortunately, because of the overbearing and bullying tactics of Christian Zionism in Evangelical Christianity during the past 130 years this very important prophetic biblical teaching, which was once unilaterally accepted by Historic Orthodox Christianity, has all but been lost.  Therefore, before attempting to extract this lesson it is important for me to review with you some of those interpretive rules of the Historic Church.  I am not going to engage in a comprehensive treatise of numbers and symbols in the Bible at this time.  We did that in volume II earlier on and of course we have dealt with it extensively in our commentary on Revelation entitled Seven Trumpets Asounding.  What we will do instead is adhere closely to the number 70 and 12 and some rules of the Orthodox Church regarding their employment.  That comment may sound a bit confusing to you but I trust that it will not after I explain.  Often when the number 12 is used it refers to God's people.  Depending on the context in which it is used and the contrasts that are drawn it may either refer to the 12 Tribes of Israel (i.e. the natural seed), or it may refer to the New Testament Church, as in the case of the 12 Apostles of the Lamb.  Sometimes it is combined into the number 24 (that is the same basic prophetic symbol as 12 only it is doubled) to refer to all of the children of the Covenant Promise both of the Old Testament and the New.  On several notable occasions in the book of Revelation the cube of 12 is used to arrive at the number 144 and then 1000 is added which is the biblical way of denoting the vastness, bigness, largeness or however you want to put it.  But there are other times, such as the one at hand, when 12 is contrasted to the number 70.  7, as we have pointed out on many occasions earlier, is these symbolic member for perfection and completion.  70 is the same symbol as 7.  In this case it is employed to focus attention upon the final aspect of the Program of Redemption in this world and the ultimate family of God toward which it has all been working from the beginning of creation and before.  70 in that theological context represents the Church.  Furthermore, 12 in contrast to 70 calls up the difference between the Old Covenant of the Law that failed in the nation, and the New Covenant of Promise that succeeded with the Children of Promise in the New Creation.  Much more could be said about this, and much more has been said on more than one occasion by me as well as others, but in order to keep the context off the text before us and to move on, it is sufficient background for the comments which we wish to make.
The failure of the Old and the Turn to the New


When Jesus sent out the 12 during the Great Galilean Ministry it was before the resignation of Jesus the Man to the fact that the nation was not going to accept Him as their King nor were they going to accept the terms and conditions of His Kingdom.  We have often noted that even though, in the Sovereignty of God, it was never going to happen, still Jesus the Man in time in history continued to hope that the people would listen to Him, would accept Him, and the Kingdom could be brought in without the agonies of the Crucifixion.  While Adams children, being fallen by nature, were never going to do that, still the offer was real and as men with free moral agency (as Jesus pointed out on the hill outside of Jerusalem just before His Crucifixion), they could have done that if they would have.  In those days, during His journey up the coast of the Mediterranean to the regions of Tyre and Sidon, Jesus told the Greek women plainly that He had only been sent to the lost sheep of Israel and that He could not divert from that mission to minister to the world at large.

The Inevitable Happens


But now all the experience at the synagogue in Capernaum in the six chapter John has taken place in his history.  The people, the Jews, the Pharisees in the synagogue, and even the majority of his own disciples have rejected him and forsaken him when it has gotten across to them what he is saying and proposing.  At that juncture in Jesus left jury and left the region of Capernaum to fulfill his prophetic nudity to evangelize in the regions of Tyre inside and which was the inheritance given to Asher under the terms and conditions of Moses and the administration of Joshua.  He then came across and down to Decapolis and then up to Caesarea Phillipi and Mt. Hermon, the territory belonging to the Half Tribe of Manasseh that stayed back on the east side of the Jordan (Some times referred to as East Manasseh).  Before His crucifixion he will go to Perea which was assigned to Reuben and Gad, to south-eastern Galilee that was assigned to Issachar and Samaria which was given to the other Half Tribe of Manasseh on the west of the Jordan.  On this trip to Jerusalem He is evangelizing the middle-west of Samaria.  The later evangelical programs involving Reuben, Gad, Issachar, and the eastern side of Samaria which is the eastern Half Tribe of Manasseh are for discussion later on.
The Collapse of the Great Galilean Ministry


Jesus left Capernaum and Galilee because, as the Scriptures note, the Galilean Ministry has collapsed and with it any hope of reforming Israel under the Law.  With the failure of the Covenant of Flesh, His time has come.  From this time on, His evangelistic efforts will not be to bring the Israelites into a voluntary submission to the King of the Jews under the natural covenant; but to convert them to the Gospel, to Christ the Savior of the World, and to eternal life.  There are several reasons why He goes up to Jerusalem and engages in this intense effort to get to leaders of the Jews to the knowledge Him as the Christ, the Incarnate God, the Son of God, the Good Shepherd, the Water of Life, and the Light of the World but one of the most important is to give context and impetus to the rest of His ministry before His crucifixion.  Thus, Jesus sends out 70 instead of 12.  The use of the number "70" is intended to convey to the understanding that the effort to win the Jews to an acceptance of His Kingdom and Him as their King has been abandoned.  The program now is to get all men everywhere to accept Him as the Christ.  In other words, the 12 were a forerunner of the ministry to establish the natural kingdom; but the 70 are a forerunner to establish the Church, the true Kingdom of God on Earth (In this world, but not of it).  When Jesus gets to the Feast in Jerusalem shortly on He will teach about the Dispensation of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost and the Rivers of Living Water that will flow out of the inner being of those who are converted and born into the new family.  But we will reserve that discussion for a bit later.
The Same Message but With a Different Purpose in Mind

What Jesus said to the 70 is almost an exact repetition of what He said to the 12 earlier.  One might ask the question then: why repeat the same thing again?  The answer is that it is not a repetition of the same thing because now Jesus is not giving a national message to the Jews but a universal message to all Eve's children.  And He is not sending the 70 out to call men to rally around the natural King of the Jews and the constitution of natural Israel which is the Mosaic Law.  He is now calling upon them to repent and except the Son of God as the Christ, the Savior of the world who will give His life that they might live.  This, also, will shortly dominate the dialogue.


10:2 Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, but the laborers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he would send forth laborers into his harvest.
The Natural Harvest Field of Israel


When Jesus sent to 12 out to gather up the natural children the harvest of the nation under the Old Testament was falling in the field and there was a great need for reapers.  As the Bible tells us pointedly on many occasions that program failed, not because of any lack on the part of the Messiah but because it was weak through the flesh.  The natural children of Abraham could not fulfill their part of the bargain which was, according to Deuteronomy chapter 28, to understand the spirit of the law and to incorporate it into their thoughts and deed.
The Mission of the Church


But now the same thing is said of the mission on which the 70 are sent.  The spiritual harvest of men, the children of Adam and Eve, are ready for reaping.  The sheaves are falling in the field and there is a great need for harvesters.  There is a mandate to pray earnestly to God that He will send out laborers; but there is a greater need to go ourselves.  That going may be around the world or to the neighbor next door.  If the conviction is real and the effort is honest in the Holy Ghost it will not matter where the field is.  The goal will be the same and the endeavor will require the same self-denial and bearing of the cross.
Travailing the Little Children in Birth


There is to be no confusion on the part of the laborers as to what they are getting themselves into.  Many of these disciples have been with Jesus for a long time and they have had an opportunity to see for themselves.  Like their Lord and Master, they will be walking among snarling wolves on every side.  In ordered to maintain their integrity, to keep their character, their godly nature, and to have a life that God can bless and through which He can work, they can not respond in kind.


10:3 Go your ways: behold, I send you forth as lambs among wolves.

Furthermore, they must understand the supernatural nature of the provision and they must not try to do God's work in man's ways.  Drawing upon the fatal miscalculation of the two sons of Aaron so long ago, God's work can not be done by putting strange fire on the altar.  If that happens, the sacrifice that goes up to God will not be acceptable; and the sacrilegious and in rebellious actions of those who do it will be fatal to their spiritual lives.
Modern Altars and the Devil's Fire


The importance of this lesson cannot be overstated.  In the great massive religious movements of Christendom in our time the tactics employed by the worlds of Religious Humanism, Charismatic Humanism, Age of Reason Theology, Apologetic Christianity, Christian Zionism, Neo-Evangelicalism, the Emergent Church cult, the Purpose Driven Church cult and all the other operations of that Second Beast the False Prophet, the hallmark is strange fire on the altar that is borrowed from the camps of this world.  That fire maybe psychology, it may be the high-pressure sales mentality, it may be the tactics of higher education, it may be the business model, it may be mind manipulation, it may be the Nicolaitane Doctrine of Prosperity Preaching, it may be the new paradigm Hollywood style entertainment of mind manipulation chants and commercial songs that are falsely called "Prayer and Praise," but what ever its source, it is all from the world around us and foreign to the operations of God.  None of it comes from heaven to the fire of the Holy Ghost that lit the sacrifice on the brazen altar in Aarons day, and none of it is the fire from the throne of God that fell upon the Church at Pentecost.
Those That Preach the Gospel Shall Live of It


When God sends His people out, He provides for them.  That is not only the assurance that we have but the commandment that we have.  That is the way God wants it, that is what brings glory to God, and that is what puts the power of the Holy Ghost—the Third Person of the Godhead—into our ministry.  In that theme Jesus continues on in verse 4:

10:4 Carry neither purse, nor scrip, nor shoes: 

God never sends anyone out anywhere without giving them the provision that they need to do the work assigned to them.  The religious world does not accept that but the true followers of God do and always have.  This is not a matter to be argued; you cannot make and win this argument with religious humanists.  When you look at the things that God's people have suffered in the past—the destitution, the hunger, the nakedness, the wondering about from place to place with no house to call their own, and on and on, it is clear to the natural mind that God did not provide for these people.  The problem is that they do not understand what true values are and the marvelous exchange that these martyrs for the faith have made; giving up that which is passing in order to obtain that which will never fade away.  Though we have employed it before we are constrained to remind you again as the words of the martyr Jim Elliot: "He is no fool who sacrifices that which he can I keep in order to obtain that which he cannot lose."  And while these are not the words of the Scriptures they are an excellent interpretation in the expository sense of what Jesus has just said in verse 4.
Never Forget Why You are Where Ever You Are


The harvest field worker is to keep his mission clearly before his face and not get sidetracked for any reason, no matter how sentimental and innocent it may seem.  Do not stop to pass the time of day.  If people ask us where we are going, why we are in such hurry, and why we do not stop to visit, our answer is that we are on a mission for the Lord, there is a great urgency about it, and there is no time to waste in idle talk.  The eternal salvation of souls depends on our getting there on time and getting it done with dispatch.  That is what the latter part of verse four is telling us:

and salute no man by the way.

The greatest work in this world, in the mind and thinking of the one who created this world that all life upon it, is a spreading of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Those who do that and do it where they honest heart and for the right reasons need to understand that what ever they need and what ever inconvenience anyone maybe put to on their behalf is fully justified.  Verses 5 and 6 tell us that:

10:5 And into whatsoever house ye enter, first say, Peace be to this house.

10:6 And if the son of peace be there, your peace shall rest upon it: if not, it shall turn to you again.

Let your blessing be pronounced upon all of those who invite you into their home an offer you hospitality and provision; but if it turns out that this is a false situation it calls for a change of heart.  If we find ourselves in the home of someone who resents us being there for whatever reason, then leave and do not bless that house.  That may seem hard but infact it is not; it is necessary in order for the true servant of God to keep the proper perspective.  That person who at least claimed to be working on behalf of the cause and who was not, does not deserve our blessing.  He is the worst kind of enemy because he deceived you into coming under his roof with the expectation of receiving camaraderie, appreciation, and provision, and then has vexed you soul and troubled your spirit by treating you poorly.  Do not extend a blessing that man.  If you do, you are working against the kingdom of God.  Jesus wants the lines drawn and the two sides faced off.  We will get to that in a moment.

10:7 And in the same house remain, eating and drinking such things as they give: for the laborer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house to house.

Like their Lord and Master, the worker to the Kingdom must not be overly sensitive any must not be filled with pride.  Do not worry about being an inconvenience to others.  St. Paul once said that those who minister the Word of God to us are worthy of double honor.  Many people might come into that home who would belong there and be treated well.  But no one belongs there more, and no one should be treated better than the one who has come to bring the Gospel of peace in obedience to the instructions of his Lord and Master.  Everything belongs to God and God has decreed that we fully earn and justify anything that we are given as a result of the Ministry.  Settle down, be confident, work from that home as if it was your own base of operation.  Do not be anxious, unsettled, and constantly telling your host that you know you are a bother to them and that you should be moving on.  This does not honor your host and it does not honor God.
Cities Have a Soul Too


And what is true of homes and families is true of cities and groups of people in that city.  Accept their hospitality, not as a beggar who has come with hat in hand but as an honored guest.  People will want to feel that they are doing God a service by providing for you.  Jesus is telling the 70 that it is true and we are not to make them feel otherwise.  Is it true that when we go out in the name of the Lord people are honored to provide for us?  Yes it is, and anyone who does not understand and except that does not belong in the service of the Lord.  This is what he says in verse 8.


10:8 And into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you, eat such things as are set before you:


10:9 And heal the sick that are therein, and say unto them, The kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.

In turn, we are to treat them with charity and love and fulfill the ministry that Christ has sent us to do.  The lesson that James and John learned in that city in Samaria need to be understood by all of us.  These gifts have not been given to us to lord it over people, to be stingy with them, and he used to boast of ourselves.  They are signs that we are servants of the living God and that we have come in the power of God.  We are to use these gifts generously in order to impress the people with the fact that something supernatural and from God has come among them; and so that they will believe the message when we tell him the Messiah is soon coming.
The Same Message Today



Is this the message that the Church has today?  Indeed it is.  Christ will come into the hearts and lives of those who seek for Him; and Christ will return to this world soon to get His own and to put an end to time in history.  Jesus told the nation of Israel, after His baptism, that the time was fulfilled and the Kingdom of God had come to them.  The 12 told the Tribes of Israel that the time for the nation had come and the Kingdom of God had come to that nation in the Person of the Messiah.  But now the 70 have a different message: Jesus Christ, the Messiah, the Savior of the World is coming soon to their town and will bring with Him the Gospel that will remit their sins, save their souls from death, make them citizens of the Kingdom, and give them eternal life.  Is Jesus really saying all of that to these people?  He is indeed; and you will see it and hear it for yourself very shortly when Jesus gets to Jerusalem and to the feast of Tabernacles.  But we must continue with this message to the 70 at the moment

Righteous Indignation is a Christian Attribute


As with the homes that they stay in so with the cities that they go to, bless those who will receive these messengers of Christ and the good news that they bring.  Curse those that reject you, pronounce judgment upon them, and when you leave you are not to carry even a speck of dust of that ungrateful and doomed city with you.  This is of course in the spirit and not the letter.  It means that they do not have anything we want and we are not to take any of there attitudes, values, and behavior with us.  This is spelled out clearly in verses 10-12:

10:10 But into whatsoever city ye enter, and they receive you not, go your ways out into the streets of the same, and say,


10:11 Even the very dust of your city, which cleaveth on us, we do wipe off against you: notwithstanding be ye sure of this, that the kingdom of God is come nigh unto you.


10:12 But I say unto you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day for Sodom, than for that city.

Just how strongly does Jesus feel about those cities that reject His messengers and how harshly will He deal with them?  In the next chapter we will look into that.

