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Last time I promised to conclude this teaching of Jesus on the spirit of the 7th Commandment if the Lord was willing; but the Lord was not willing. And so we are injecting this program into the discussion of the spirit of adultery before moving on to that conclusion.

There are basically four things that I would like to discuss with you today about marriage and divorce, separation, abusive relationships, and immoral behavior on the part of marriage partners.  Some are brief reviews, and two are new ground insofar as this series is concerned.  I will give these rules as if they are true and absolute because it gets tiresome for both of us if I am constantly saying, “Now, remember that, as to commentary, these is my opinions.”  In subjects as contentious, controversial, and elusive as this, I have no other opinions to rely on and would not give others if I had them.  If you are going to be angry and disappointed, I want it to be at me and not at someone that I have imposed between you and me as a buffer to take the heat.  I am telling you what I understand, think and believe.  It is for you to decide whether or not these things are true. But for your own spiritual well being and usefulness in the Kingdom, make those evaluations based on the whole counsel of the Scriptures and not on emotions, desires, and sectarian biases.  Traditions are not necessarily right, and quite often they are wrong.  If you want to follow that any further, look up and study what Jesus said about the traditions of religious men that turn from the truth.  

The rule concerning marriage and divorce is a Christian matter of discipline and moral integrity in the Church.  We are not dealing here with a sin that God cannot forgive.  We are talking about what is, and is not, acceptable behavior in the Church of the Living God.  What people did before they became Christians should be of no interest or concern to any of us.  St. Paul was a sadist and a murderer.  Some of the early people wanted to take that into consideration, but God over-ruled them.  The godly people said only that now this man, who once destroyed the faith, is preaching and propagating it; and they glorified God.  If people come to Christ and they have been divorced and remarried, that will not concern any legitimate Church or legitimate Christian leader.  

But is there really a difference in the Bible between the believer and the unbeliever when it comes to marriage?  Yes, there is! This distinction is clearly made in 1 Cor. 5:9-13, and it reads:   “I wrote unto you in an epistle not to company with fornicators: Yet not altogether with the fornicators of this world, or with the covetous, or extortioners, or with idolaters; for then must ye needs go out of the world.  But now I have written unto you not to keep company, if any man that is called a brother be a fornicator, or covetous, or an idolater, or a railer, or a drunkard, or an extortioner; with such an one no not to eat.  For what have I to do to judge them also that are without? do not ye judge them that are within?  But them that are without God judgeth. Therefore put away from among yourselves that wicked person.”  And that wicked person was man of the church who was living in adultery and perhaps incest.  Here the Apostle makes it clear that Christian discipline, when it comes to who we allow into our fellowship, properly deals with Christian brethren and not with those of the world.  When a man comes to Christ, his past, insofar as the brotherhood is concerned, is wiped out and he starts new.  We are concerned with what he does from here on out, and not what he did in his unregenerate days.  If people come to us and they are married, we are concerned that they stay married and that they behave as married people ought to behave.  There is a stifling legalism, an Old Testament error committed, buy those who refuse fellowship to couples who were divorced and remarried before they came to Christ.  The error is simply one of believing that our good works, even before we were Christians, commend us to God.  This position is so obvious, so grievous, and so wrong that I would not want to be in such a person’s shoes in the Day of Judgment, 


The other passage is in I Corinthians 7:12-14:   

“But to the rest speak I, not the Lord: If any brother hath a wife that believeth not, and she be pleased to dwell with him, let him not put her away.  And the woman which hath an husband that believeth not, and if he be pleased to dwell with her, let her not leave him.  For the unbelieving husband is sanctified by the wife, and the unbelieving wife is sanctified by the husband: else were your children unclean; but now are they holy.”  


The issue here is whether or not a person who comes to the Lord should continue to live with, and raise children with, an unbeliever.  The Apostle’s answer is that you may do that, although this is advice and not a commandment.  God will not demand that a believer live with an unbeliever, but He wants us to know that it is acceptable.  The reason is that the marriage is sanctified, as is the unbeliever in terms of the marriage being a holy estate in the eyes of God, by the believer.  In that case, the children are clean, whereas the children of an unbelieving marriage are unholy.  The issue here is whether or not infant children, who die before reaching the accountable years or who are alive at the coming of the Lord, will be included in eternal life or whether they will be lost.  This issue has gotten emotional beyond reasonable discussion because of the influences of Plato in the doctrine of the Church and the belief that the natural soul is eternal and immortal.  This is not supported anywhere in the Bible that I know of.  The soul that sins shall die; that is what the Bible says.  Since infant children never have the opportunity to chose Christ, what about them?  If they are children of a Christian marriage they will live eternally because, until they reach the accountable years, they are covered by the faith of the parent. That is what it means for them to be clean instead of unholy.  I realize that this may be different from your beliefs and teachings, and that is alright because that is not the point of the moment.  The point is that a clear distinction in the mind of God is made between believers and unbelievers when it comes to marriage.  All unbelieving unions are evil and unholy in the sight of God and the children of such unions are unclean.  Therefore an unbeliever cannot be living in a sanctified state, even if he is married to the same one wife, before he comes to Christ, and the same is true of the wife.  So we see that the rule of the Church concerning marriage and divorce applies only to Christian people. 1 Cor. 7:17-20 says:   “But as God hath distributed to every man, as the Lord hath called every one, so let him walk. And so ordain I in all churches.  Is any man called being circumcised? let him not become uncircumcised. Is any called in uncircumcision? let him not be circumcised. Circumcision is nothing, and uncircumcision is nothing, but the keeping of the commandments of God.  Let every man abide in the same calling wherein he was called.”  The message here is plain enough.  If you are called being married, do not become unmarried.  It will do you no more good, where righteousness is concerned, than to become uncircumcised. If you go to a church that will not accept your marriage that you are in when you come to the Lord, then leave and go somewhere else.  That church is legalistic, and understands neither the biblical doctrine of marriage and divorce in the Church, nor the doctrines of grace and forgiveness.  

Is There Any Valid Reason For Divorce and Remarriage? There is one situation in which I personally would accept, even defend, divorce and remarriage. In 1 Cor. 7:15, 16, it reads: “But if the unbelieving depart, let him depart. A brother or a sister is not under bondage in such cases: but God hath called us to peace.  For what knowest thou, O wife, whether thou shalt save thy husband? or how knowest thou, O man, whether thou shalt save thy wife?”  I will give you my simple version of this.  If an unbeliever walks out on a believer and if that person has nothing to do with it(now, be careful here; I had a Christian woman friend who drove her husband away so she could argue that the left her, and then argued that he was an unbeliever (though this was an issue in legitimate doubt).  I have a Christian male friend in the area who did the same thing.  I did not give my blessing to either of them.( but, I digress. Back to the premise; if the believer is truly abandoned by the unbeliever, then that Christian person has done nothing wrong, nor is there anything wrong going on in the brotherhood since the perpetrator is a non-Christian.  That being the case, there is no moral breech and no disciplinary action to bring.  The Christian involved is not under bondage in such cases.  What bondage is this?  Evidently it is the marriage bonds, since there is no other bondage possible and none other in sight.  In my view, it is saying that this person is quit of that marriage that has been dissolved through no fault of his or her own, and is free to remarry.  Sometimes the Christian in this situation feels that it is necessary to hold this marriage together at all costs since the salvation of the soul of the unbeliever may hang in the balances. The Apostle seems to say rather simply that this is not the duty or the responsibility of the believer.  If this unbeliever wants to go, do not hang onto him (or her), but let him go.  You might fight and struggle with him all of his life against his will and desire and not save him anyway in the end.  So if he wants out, let him out.  You are not, in this case, bound to a single life because he is the one who has dissolved the marriage and broken the bond.


But there are two very important things to keep in mind here.  You cannot simply get by with branding any marriage partner as an unbeliever on any grounds. Godly men of the Church will not accept that kind of tricky scheme.  This must be a legitimate situation.  This would ostensibly be a case where the woman, for example, became a Christian and found herself married to an unbeliever who wanted nothing to do with her any more for that reason.  I know two women (only two in hundreds of cases over forty-three years of ministry) to whom this applies and I have told them that I would support them if they wished to remarry, though neither one of them has and I think they were wise not to.  


The other thing to be pointed up is an immensely practical consideration and one which makes this whole business of remarriage very sticky and worrisome.  You could only marry in the Lord which means that you could only marry a man who had never been married, one who was a widower, or one who is in the exact same case as you.  It simply will not do to go out and marry a divorced man and that is virtually the only person who is available to many women because of age and station in life (there are of course exceptions).  And do not come to me dragging a man with you whom neither you nor I know anything about and try to sell me on the idea that he has been misunderstood and his marriage dissolution was not his fault.  I have had that happen on a number of occasions too.  Before I will bless such a situation and union, I must know all there is to know about who this man is, what his situation was, his wife’s side of the story, and so on.  In many similar situations, I have seen only retreads, losers, and opportunists available to such a woman.  Whether or not she knows it, a woman is far better off single than stuck in that kind of a situation; and one which she will not be able to get out of with honor for the rest of her life in all likelihood.  And so there are many things to consider.



In the study of this part of the Sermon on the Mount, the great issue is the moral purity of the family of God.  If we cannot accomplish this most basic of all tasks then it is time for Christian leadership to admit that we have no function at all and to give it up as an entirely unworkable system that God has left us.  You may do that if you wish but we at God’s Point of View do not choose to do so. We will continue to insist on moral behavior in anything that the Church sanctions.  Beyond that, as members of the Christian community, we hope that our words and our resolute stand on these issues will be a help and encouragement to other leaders who are struggling with this most urgent, pressing, and important matter.

Now, as I promised before, next time I will tell you what Jesus said about the spirit of the 7th Commandment, how it is applied, and whether or not divorce and remarriage is actual, literal, physical adultery, if the Lord is willing.  
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