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Our text today is taken from the fourth chapter of Matthew’s Gospel, beginning with verse 12:

4:12 Now when Jesus had heard that John was cast into prison, he

departed into Galilee;

4:13 And leaving Nazareth, he came and dwelt in Capernaum, which is

upon the sea coast, in the borders of Zabulon and Nephthalim:

4:14 That it might be fulfilled which was spoken by Esaias the prophet,

saying,

4:15 The land of Zabulon, and the land of Nephthalim, by the way of the

sea, beyond Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles;

4:16 The people which sat in darkness saw great light; and to them

which sat in the region and shadow of death light is sprung up.

4:17 From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the

kingdom of heaven is at hand.

Here in Matthew, as in Mark, Luke, and John, Jesus leaves Judea when He hears that John the Baptist has been put into prison.  But there is something here that we do not find in the other three accounts.  It is the fulfillment of a prophecy of Isaiah 9:1, 2 connected with this event.  We have already discussed the local reasons why Jesus left Judea and Samaria and went into Galilee.  Now we want to talk about how Isaiah’s prophecy bears on Jesus’ decisions and actions.  Age of Reason Theology, Age of Enlightenment Theology and Materialistic Theology—combined with the virtual absence of expository Bible teachers in the church in the past several hundred years—have all but obscured the meaning of Isaiah 9:1 and 2 and its connection to the great Galilean ministry.  We will try to sweep away the dead branches of the eternally failed and forever passed Old Testament, and other debris that has been piled there by the old Jews of the Church, in an effort to obscure the truth.  We will seek to rediscover the foundation, the Rock of our Salvation. We will refocus on the time and history theme of the Redemption of the world through Jesus Christ and the establishment of His Kingdom in the world which consists in the essence and the mission of the Church.  It is unwise and more than a little dangerous for materialistic theologians to sneer at this primal New Covenant Truth.  The Church the Body of Christ which He purchased with his own blood, the Bride of Christ, bone of His bone and flesh of his flesh, the pillar and ground of truth, and the only pillar and ground of truth in this world.  

Why are we talking about this now?  We are talking about it because it is in the text and because that is the reason why Jesus departed into Galilee of the Nations to begin His ministry of presenting the Kingdom to Israel on the terms and conditions of the Law.   You will see that clearly if you are able and willing to follow along and if you are open to learning.  It is not a simple or an obvious study.  If it were, there would not be such confusion and such opportunity for deception.  But the truth is here, even as it has been throughout the Old Testament since the Garden of Eden. 

To establish the point, there are several things, about which no serious, evangelical, fundamental Christian can argue.   I want to recall those things for you and suggest that you to keep them in mind as we move on.

1. By any sensible interpretation, Revelation 13 says plainly that Christ was slain the counsels of God before the world was created. This means that it was God’s plan before He started time and history to Redeem the world through Jesus Christ:

13:8 And all that dwell upon the earth shall worship him, whose names

are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the

foundation of the world.
2. The Church was chosen in Christ before the world was made.  II Tim. 1:9-10 says:

II Tim. 1:8 Be not thou therefore ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me his prisoner: but be thou partaker of the afflictions of the gospel

according to the power of God;

1:9  Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not

according to our works, but according to his own purpose and

grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,

1:10 But is now made manifest by the appearing of our Savior Jesus

Christ, who hath abolished death, and hath brought life and

immortality to light through the gospel:

In Titus 1:2, 3:

1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before

the world began;

1:3 But hath in due times manifested his word through preaching,

which is committed unto me according to the commandment of

God our Savior;
3. In the Garden of Eden, when Adam and Eve tried to cover their sinfulness with their own works, God rejects those works and slew an animal, shedding blood, in order to cover them.   This was of course a type of Christ and the Cross.

4. Remember that God made the Covenant of Promise with Abraham in Genesis 12:3-7, which comprehended the Promised seed taken from all nations, and confirmed that covenant of Promise in Christ, 430 years before He made the natural, national covenant with the Nation of Israel at Sinai.  That is spelled out for us in Galatians 3:16-18 that say: 
3:16 Now to Abraham and his seed were the promises made. He saith

not, And to seeds, as of many; but as of one, And to thy seed,

which is Christ.

3:17 And this I say, that the covenant, that was confirmed before of God

in Christ, the law, which was four hundred and thirty years after,

cannot disannul, that it should make the promise of none effect.

3:18 For if the inheritance be of the law, it is no more of promise: but

God gave it to Abraham by promise.

And in verses 26-29:

3:26 For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus.

3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on

Christ.

3:28 There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there

is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in Christ Jesus.

3:29 And if ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs

according to the promise.

5. A fifth thing to remember is that the Nation of Israel and the Covenant of Law was specifically excluded by the commandment of God from the Covenant of Promise.  Now this is not referring to individual Jews or Israelites but to the national entity that was licensed, chartered and constitutionalized at Sinai by the giving of the Law to Moses. That is spelled out in Galatians 4:

4:21 Tell me, ye that desire to be under the law, do ye not hear the law?

4:22 For it is written, that Abraham had two sons, the one by a

bondmaid, the other by a freewoman.

4:23 But he who was of the bondwoman was born after the flesh; but he

of the freewoman was by promise.

4:24 Which things are an allegory: for these are the two covenants; the

one from the mount Sinai, which gendereth to bondage, which is

Agar.

4:25 For this Agar is mount Sinai in Arabia, and answereth to Jerusalem

which now is, and is in bondage with her children.

4:26 But Jerusalem which is above is free, which is the mother of us all.

4:27 For it is written, Rejoice, thou barren that bearest not; break forth

and cry, thou that travailest not: for the desolate hath many more

children than she which hath an husband.

4:28 Now we, brethren, as Isaac was, are the children of promise.

4:29 But as then he that was born after the flesh persecuted him that was

born after the Spirit, even so it is now.

4:30 Nevertheless what saith the scripture? Cast out the bondwoman and

her son: for the son of the bondwoman shall not be heir with the

son of the freewoman.

4:31 So then, brethren, we are not children of the bondwoman, but of

the free.

6. Remember that Christ came to His own, speaking of His nationality as a man after the flesh, in other words the Jews, and they would not receive him.  But the Gospel of grace and truth was offered to all men and there were those who did receive Him.  We read that recently in John 1:12, 13:

1:12 But as many as received him, to them gave he power to become the

sons of God, even to them that believe on his name:

1:13 Which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of

the will of man, but of God.

Keep all of those things in mind as we proceed if you do not want to be shuffled off and lost down the rabbit trails and blind alleys of materialistic and humanistic theology.  The theme of time and history and the program of God in time and history and before, is the salvation of the world through Jesus Christ. This provision is made to the whole world.  I John 2:1, 2 says that Christ died for our sins and not for ours only but also for he sins of the whole world.  Pay no attention to the pseudo-intellectual, spiritually challenged people who try to tell you that the atonement of Christ was limited because they quite plainly and simply do not know what they are talking about.   Christ’s death for sins only has efficacy for those who come to Him in faith. Even so, the program of God is the redemption of Eve’s Children the incarnation of God in the Person and the Work of Jesus Christ.  It is available to any and all who will come to it in sincerity and truth. That is what this passage tells us. 

In that endeavor and in that regard, everything that has happened in this world from creation, and specifically with the nation of Israel under the Covenant of the Law, was complementary to that program.  The Covenant of the Law with Israel was a parenthesis in that program that was necessary in God’s mind in order to bring this plan of redemption, and the establishment of the Covenant of Promise to pass. We could stop at this point to discuss why it was necessary, but I am not going to do that now.  Suffice it to say that it was necessary.  With the establishment of the Covenant of the Law, certain conditional promises were made to Israel.  One of them was to send the Messiah to the Nation and offer them the kingdom on the conditional basis of Deuteronomy 28:1-14. It was also to bring upon them the curses of Deuteronomy 28:15-68 if they failed in their part of the bargain.  But, as Galatians 3:13-15 tells us, nothing that came in with the Covenant the Law intruded into or changed in any way the Covenant of Promise that was already confirmed in Christ.  And so carefully builded into the entire Old Testament economy was the prophetic, Messianic witness of the coming of The Christ, the Covenant of Promise which was at once the Covenant of Grace and Truth, and the bringing in of the Kingdom of God which would be in this world but not of it through the Church.  St. Augustine put it this way:  The New is in the Old concealed.  The Old is by the New revealed.  The Great Church Father Athanasius put it a bit differently but with essentially the same meaning.  ‘The Old Testament,’ he said, ‘is an analogy of the New Testament.’  This has been recognized by holy men of the Historic, Orthodox, Christian Faith through the centuries of the Church.

Of particular significance to our text of the moment, and a direct comment on the parenthetical nature of the Covenant with the Nation and the natural seed, is one such prophetic and Messianic witness found in Genesis, Chapter 38. It is a long story and I will not go into it in any depth but it was about a situation where Tamar, the daughter-in-law of Judah, because of bitterness over what she considered to be grossly unfair and callous treatment by Judah, played the harlot and got herself in the family way by her father-in-law.  But the shaft of prophetic and Messianic light falls on verses 27-30 and I will read the divine purpose of all of this and the out come that forms the basis of our comments.  

38:27 And it came to pass in the time of her travail, that, behold, twins

were in her womb.

38:28 And it came to pass, when she travailed, that the one put out his

hand: and the midwife took and bound upon his hand a scarlet

thread, saying, This came out first.

38:29 And it came to pass, as he drew back his hand, that, behold, his

brother came out: and she said, How hast thou broken forth? this

breach be upon thee: therefore his name was called Pharez.

38:30 And afterward came out his brother, that had the scarlet thread

upon his hand: and his name was called Zarah.

What this teaches us is a well known and long established truth in Historic, Orthodox Christianity.  God’s plan for time and history was to provide for the redemption of the world through Jesus Christ.  That program began early in the Garden of Eden when God made coats of skin, slaying animals and shedding blood, in order to cover their sin and when He promised Eve that the devil and his program would be destroyed by her Son who would be known as the Seed of the Woman.  It carried on it Abel and in Noah and the Flood.  The first move to establish it as a covenant and a dispensational reality came to the fore when God made the Covenant of Promise with Abram in Genesis 12:3-7, and confirmed it in Jesus Christ (read carefully the 3rd chapter of Galatians).  But then, dispensationally in time and history, it withdrew and the parenthetical Covenant of the Law, made conditionally with the nation of Israel, came along 430 years later.  That covenant fulfilled its temporal and limited purpose and was terminated at the Cross.  Then the Covenant that was first and started to appear first, the Covenant of Promise, which comprehended the Christ and His body gathered from all nations of earth, came on for the completion of God’s program in this world.  When that program, which is the mission of the Church in going into al the world and preaching the Gospel to ever creature—when that program is finished, the body of Christ, His Bride, the Church, bone of His bones and flesh of His flesh, the pillar and ground of truth, which He purchased with His own blood, will translate to the new heavens and earth, where it will ever remain with Him.

The reality of the primacy of the Covenant of Promise and the failure of the temporal Covenant of the Law which required moral, ethical, philosophical, and spiritual fulfillment of the Spirit of God’s law, was kept in tact by the earthly ministry of the Incarnate God.  The program of God in sending the Messiah to the nation of Israel to offer them the King and the Kingdom by the terms and conditions of the Law was very real.  Time and History are real!  It was a real offer, by a real King, of a real Kingdom.  Even so, in the Messianic and prophetic Scriptures, its failure and their rejection was well prophesied in advance.  The reality of the  that failure, and the plan of God to send Christ to the nations is projected, protected, and comprehended in the three and one half year earthly ministry of Christ.

He was born in Bethlehem of Judea and He was taken to Egypt.  Then Christ the True Israel, spoken of first in Hosea 11:1 and repeated in Matthew 2:14, 15,  was taken out of Egypt but not back to Judea. He was taken to Galilee of the Nations, where He was raised up in Nazareth as the prophets foretold in Matthew 2:23.  That very prediction, so confusing to so many, is explained in our text.

So then, we have a local development.  Christ was not well received in Judea—a prophet has no honor in his own country—so He went into Galilee where He received a much better treatment and reception.

And we also have an age-long, eternal, and very essential fulfillment of the plan of God.  He was born in Judea.  He came to His own but they would not receive Him.  Then He went to the nations, here prophetically identified as Galilee of the nations, to begin the Great Galilean ministry.  The first part of His earthly mission was to the Israelites and He went to them.  He began to preach and tell them that the long awaited King and His Kingdom, promised to the natural seed under the Covenant of the Law, had come.  But in these actions and events the prophetic and messianic testimony is preserved.  It was from His ministry as the incarnate God to the whole earth, not as a Jew to that nation, that the light of Hope arose and began to shine.  It was in Galilee of the nations that the work which would lead to the redemption of the world through the forgiveness of sins by the Cross, was launched.  That is the prophetic-and-age-long-plan-of-Redemption part of why He left Judea and went to Galilee of the nations to begin His preaching of the Kingdom and that is what Isaiah 9:1 and 2, is primarily trying to tell us.

I said earlier that the failure and rejection of the Nation of Israel was fully predicted in advanced by the prophets.  Next time, because there are those who have been raised under the legalistic and humanistic oppression of the materialistic view and who, like me in my past journey, are presumably more interested in learning  truth than they are in protecting their image and their preaching in the past, I am going to take time to look at some of those prophetic warnings and predictions.  There are hundreds of them and we cannot look at them all, but I will select what, to me, are the most useful.  It is admittedly a bit of a digression, but I think it is necessary at this time because, in our study of the harmony of the Gospels, we are at a fork in the road and a crucial moment in the earthly ministry of our Lord.  If you do not get of the God-forsaken path of Zionism and onto the highway of holiness and righteousness at this point, the trail will continue to play out beneath your feet and the dim light that you are following will continue to fade. You can sit in religious theatres and absorb yourself in concocted dramas projecting the false, meaningless, and useless hope for a future restoration of the Old Covenant and the Nation.  You can linger long in that escapist world and warm your self by that flickering and dying fire.  But eventually the show will be over and you will have to leave the house of vain imaginations and dreams.  When you do, it will be very cold outside and very, very dark.  There is no more desolate experience than to dwell in and try to find meaning in a world that has been eternally abandoned by God.  But there is a better way to go.  There is a door that leads to the real world of truth, and light.  It is open for you, my friend, and you are welcomed to come in.  But you have to leave that Old Testament baggage outside. We will talk about that next time, if the Lord wills.

