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Our Text today is found ion St. John’s Gospel, chapter 4, beginning with verse 46:

4:46 So Jesus came again into Cana of Galilee, where he made the water

wine. And there was a certain nobleman, whose son was sick at

Capernaum.
After the word is out that John the Baptist has been locked up by Herod, Jesus leaves Judea and goes into Galilee to start His proclamation that the time spoke of by the prophets is fulfilled and the King and Hi Kingdom have come to this world.  The record is a little different here in John than it is in the other three gospels and little different in Luke than it is in Matthew and Mark.  Jesus does not proclaim the Kingdom in John because the true Kingdom of God, that is to come by grace and truth is not really available to men on the natural level.  As He will say later to Pilate, that eternal Kingdom of grace and Truth is not of this world.  In Luke, He does offer the Kingdom to Eve’s children by the conditions of the Law if they can and will receive it.  But even so, it is a little different situation than His coming the nation in fulfillment of the prophetic promise that God would send that Messiah to that nation.  And while it is the same Jesus, at the sme time, wlaking among the same men, the message ad its fulfillment is different in John. In John you do not find many Old Testament proephsies listed as beign fulfilled.  The fulfillment of the Covena tof Promise, a distinctly different convena thant he one made with the nation and with Eve and her children in the Garden, indeed stared with the inacarnation and depended upon the life and work of Christ.  But it did not culminate until the crucifixion, the resurrection and the giving of the Holy Ghost at Pentecost.  We will look at that as we go along.  I bring it up now as an explanation as to why there is no declaration of the King being among them and the Kingdom of God being at hand.  As for the differences in this text between Luke and the other tow synoptic Gospels, we will take that up next time, or as soon as we get to it. 
There was a certain nobleman who lived in Capernaum not many miles way.  He had heard of the fame of Jesus and that He was worker of miracles.  

This was not the second miracle tat Jesus ever did. I was the second He did in Galilee.  John 2:23 24 tells us that Jesus did miracles in Jerusalem when He went up to Passover.  Verse 45 has all ready told us: “Then when he was come into Galilee, the Galilaeans received him, having seen all the things that he did at Jerusalem at the feast: for
they also went unto the feast.”

This Nobleman form Capernaum had heard about these things too and so he came to Cana to seek Jesus’ help for his dying son.

The Greek owrd here translated “Nobleman” is: basiliko>v, (bas-il-ee-kos’) from (basileu>v); (bas-il-yooce’): a king.  It is the same word used in Revelation2, when the Apostle says that we who are born into the family of God are kings.
Bas-il-ee-kos’ means regal (in relation), i.e. (literal) belonging to (or befitting) the sovereign (as land, dress, or a courtier), or (figurative) preeminent—king’s,

nobleman, a part of the kings court, or of the royal family.

This rather lengthy interpretation of the word Nobleman by Dr. Strong almost certainly means t tell us that this man was Roman and not an Israelite.  
4:47 When he heard that Jesus was come out of Judaea into Galilee, he

went unto him, and besought him that he would come down, and

heal his son: for he was at the point of death.
The man insisted on Jesus coming home with him and attending to his son.  The boy was at the point of death and the situation was serious and urgent.  Jesus’ answer was a bit surprising under the circumstances.  He replied a but incredulously that this man would not believe unless he saw some miraculous sign.  
4:48 Then said Jesus unto him, Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will

not believe.

What exactly did Jesus mean here, and what does it teach us?  H meant quite simply that this man did not regard him as the Almighty God, who was able, as another man will say, to simply issue the command and it will be done.  The man felt there was something more real, more important and more necessary for us to believe in God, if we can see signs and miracles.  Later, Jesus will talk about eh evil of those who need signs to prop up what they mistakenly think is their faith.  In fact, they have no faith at all; they walk by sight.  They believe only what they can touch, taste, smell, feel, hear or see.
Evidently, from the outcome of this, the man took his point.  But his panic about his son compelled him to plead with Jesus.

4:49 The nobleman saith unto him, Sir, come down ere my child die.

4:50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. And the man

believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his

way.
You may feel that Jesus, after complaining about the man’s lack of faith and needing signs to convince him, Jesus gave in to him and did what he asked.  Ah, but hat it not the case. Listen to it again:

4:50 Jesus saith unto him, Go thy way; thy son liveth. 
Jesus told him in effect aht He was not going to go down with him to his house. He told the man to go on.  He told him tha the did not nned to see a sign. If he would believe what Jesus told him, his son would live.  Then we have the key to this lesson:
And the man believed the word that Jesus had spoken unto him, and he went his

way.
This man, who had come to get Jesus to go with him immediately, wound up leaving with no assurance but the Word of God.  ‘There is no need for you to be hanging around here worrying yourself sick,’ Jesus told him, ‘I am not going to go home with you.  Go on about your business.  Your son will be alright.’  And the man believed the Words Jesus hd told him.  You says, big deal, he said he believed, just like we say we believe. Anyone can say he believes.  Ah yes, anyone can says it but few mean it.  This man did.  We know He did because the Bible tells us he did.

Jesus would not do many miracles in the Gospel f John. He is still establishing of them that He is the Christ.  Soon, in the Gospel of Matthew, chapter 8, we wills ee the heresy in the Word of Faith movement and the people who believe that healing is part of he atonement. It is not part of the atonement as we shall see. And it is the will of God that everyone of His children die.  It is our ticket out of here, and to that other world.  Thank God that we can die. Precious in the sight of the lord is the death of his saint. Blessed are the dead that die in the Lord.  It is not always, or even often, God’s will that we be miraculously healed.  Of course God can do that, if it is His will to d so, but the sects that would tell us it is always his will is heretic.

However we do have promises with respect to God’s will; and His involvement in our lives.

8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in

pain together until now.

8:23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of

the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for

the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body.

8:24 For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for

what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for?

8:25 But if we hope for that we see not, then do we with patience wait

Romans 8:26-32 Tells us:

Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we know not

what we should pray for as we ought: but the Spirit itself maketh

intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered.

8:27 And he that searcheth the hearts knoweth what is the mind of the

Spirit, because he maketh intercession for the saints according to

the will of God.

8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to them that

love God, to them who are the called according to his purpose.

8:29 For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be

conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn

among many brethren.

8:30 Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and

whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them

he also glorified.

8:31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can

be against us?

8:32 He that spared not his own Son, but delivered him up for us all,

how shall he not with him also freely give us all things?
In Philippians 4:4:

Rejoice in the Lord alway: and again I say, Rejoice.

4:5 Let your moderation be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand.

4:6 Be careful for nothing; but in every thing by prayer and supplication

with thanksgiving let your requests be made known unto God.

4:7 And the peace of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep

your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

In I Thes. 5:18: In every thing give thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus

concerning you.
What does Jesus say to us?  He says, go your way, everything is going to be alright because when you pray, the Holy Ghost prays with you.  He asks for thing you do not know how to ask for, but they are all for eh purpose of bring the best possible things into your life and to conform you to the will of Christ. Don’t hang around here, first on one foot an then the other, worrying yourself to death.  Tell me about it, passionately and really, like this man and his son, and then go on and be at peace.  You will not be able to understand it, but that is alright; I understand it.  I want you to go on your way rejoicing, giving thanks for everything that comes into your life, because that is God’s will for you in this place at this time.  This is not a promise to the derelict who are vilating God’s word and then tryig to twist the scriptures to make a cover for themselves.  This is a promise to those who love God and are seeking His will, not just theoretically, but in thoughts, acitons and deeds.

Do you believe those words?  Then go you ay and it will be alright.  But, you say, that does not always work. Wha tabout e death of a child by accident, or one of thise terrible people getting hold of them?  Well, the very first mother, Eve, lost a Child to murder; David lost a child. Many people lost children in the earthly days of the church and Christians still are in the massacures of Christians by Muslims in Ruanda.  God lost a Son too.  Sin entered into the world and death by it. Time is short, and eternity is forever.  God is able to take case of children who have died in one way or another. Take a lesson form David. Get up off the ground and up off your face, dry your eyes and go on your way rejoicing.   That is what Jesus said to do and that is the lesson we get from this story of he Nobleman.  God knows what He is doing, if we do not, so let him do it.  As Joe Bilinko used to say, ‘You might as well let God be God.  He is going to be anyhow, so you might as well let Him.’  Or maybe you are a religious person but you do not believe the words of Jesus. Well, in that case, the will of god will not do you much good, as it would not have the Nobleman if he had not believed because Jesus was not going to go down to his house with him and give him a sign, and He is not going  to go down with you either.  We walk by faith, not by sight.
But if we believe the words of Jesus, will it work?  Well, it did for this man. Listen:
4:51 And as he was now going down, his servants met him, and told

him, saying, Thy son liveth.

4:52 Then enquired he of them the hour when he began to amend. And

they said unto him, Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.

4:53 So the father knew that it was at the same hour, in the which Jesus

said unto him, Thy son liveth: and himself believed, and his whole

house.
Faith is a growing thing. We do not think our way into it, we obey our ay into it.  When we believe and obey God, it will lead to the realization that God is as good as His word, and that will lead to stronger faith on our part, the belief on the part of other.  It will not necessarily be on outward verifications as here with the Nobleman Remember hat his was before the Cross and while Jesus still found it expedient at times to do miraculous things to verify His identity.  Sings are for that purpose. They are to acquaint people with something new with which they have not been familiar before.  Jesus did not intend to start a steady diet of sign making to keep these half hearted curiosity seeker happy.  Without faith, it is impossible to please God. He that comes to God must believe that He exists and that He always rewards those who seek Him, whether or not they see any sign to verify it.  We will talk about the miracles of Jesus and about signs and their purpose a little later when it is in the context more centrally.
4:54 This is again the second miracle that Jesus did, when he was come

out of Judaea into Galilee.
Remember that the key here are the words, ‘When He was come into Galilee.”  He had been doing miracles in Jerusalem but His miracles with the Jews under to Old Covenant who seek after a sign.  Is there significance to that?  There is indeed but that is another issue for another time.
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Our Text today is found ion St. Luke’s Gospel, chapter 4, beginning with verse 14:

4:14 And Jesus returned in the power of the Spirit into Galilee: and there

went out a fame of him through all the region round about.

4:15 And he taught in their synagogues, being glorified of all.

4:16 And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up: and, as

his custom was, he went into the synagogue on the sabbath day,

and stood up for to read.
This is St. Luke’s account of Jesus leaving Judea and going back to Galilee.  Jesus had come to Jerusalem to go up to the feast o Pentecost. He had stayed about two months until after the Feast of Pentecost at the beginning of the harvest season. The events of John 2 and 3 had taken place before Luke records His leaving, and the events of John 4 in Samaria and John 4:47-54 at Cana regarding the second miracles in Galilee took place before Luke has Him in Nazareth in verse 16.  Matthew and Mark also record Jesus’ leaving Judea and coming into Galilee but the events of Luke 4:16-31 take place before the beginning of eh calling out of eh disciples.  We will get to that after we looking into 
4:17 And there was delivered unto him the book of the prophet Esaias.

And when he had opened the book, he found the place where it was

written,

4:18 The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he hath anointed me to

preach the gospel to the poor; he hath sent me to heal the

brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and

recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty them that are

bruised,

4:19 To preach the acceptable year of the Lord.

4:20 And he closed the book, and he gave it again to the minister, and

sat down. And the eyes of all them that were in the synagogue were

fastened on him.

4:21 And he began to say unto them, This day is this scripture fulfilled in

your ears.

146

4:22 And all bare him witness, and wondered at the gracious words

which proceeded out of his mouth. And they said, Is not this

Joseph’s son?

4:23 And he said unto them, Ye will surely say unto me this proverb,

Physician, heal thyself: whatsoever we have heard done in

Capernaum, do also here in thy country.

4:24 And he said, Verily I say unto you, No prophet is accepted in his

own country.

4:25 But I tell you of a truth, many widows were in Israel in the days of

Elias, when the heaven was shut up three years and six months,

when great famine was throughout all the land;

4:26 But unto none of them was Elias sent, save unto Sarepta, a city of

Sidon, unto a woman that was a widow.

4:27 And many lepers were in Israel in the time of Eliseus the prophet;

and none of them was cleansed, saving Naaman the Syrian.

4:28 And all they in the synagogue, when they heard these things, were

filled with wrath,

4:29 And rose up, and thrust him out of the city, and led him unto the

brow of the hill whereon their city was built, that they might cast

him down headlong.

4:30 But he passing through the midst of them went his way,

4:31 And came down to Capernaum, a city of Galilee, and taught them

on the sabbath days.
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